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Scanner Hack
*READ THIS IMMEDIATELY!*

National Convention WA Heroes
What Did You Miss?

Legislative Update
Dondt Mi ss Yo uYouShoud Reaeh Out to Your Rep ..

Try These Tips

Hats Off To These Fella:
Open Season
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ﬂVARLCA State Board NRLCA Stewards
And Appointed Officers L .
District Representative

President & Historian Monte Hartshorn Jeffrey Taylor
K;J(r)tolgc;resrp PO Box 321 PO Box 703
: Castle Rock WA 986110321 Greenacres WA 990160703
Mo Tobbars (509) 3157670 (509) 6960126
president.warlca@outlook.com (texting not available) (texting not available)
monte.hartshorn@nrlca.org jeffrey.taylor@nrica.org
Vice President & Legislative Qirector
Alicia Peterson Assistant District Representatives Area Stewards
Eatonvile WA 98378-1971 Alicia Peterson Dawn Anderson
(253) 2290620 PO Box 471 (509) 5517323
vp.warlca@outlook.com Graham WA 98338-0471 (texting not available)
(253) 2083344 dawn.anderson@nrlca.org
Secretafyeasurer (texting not available)
Lorrie Crow alicia.peterson@nrlica.org Isa Lopez

1208A Slide Creek Rd

. PO Box 63
COIV'EE"O\S;A&%&%S;;?% Reneed Pitts Lake Stevens WA 982580063
sectreas.warlca@outlook.com PO Box 1795 (425) 4172700
Orting WA 98360-1795 (texting not available)
Region 1 Committeeperson & Vebrifs@a9eB157012 isabell.lopez@nrcla.org
Isabella Lopez (texting not available)
PO Box 63 renee.pitts@nrica.org

Lake Stevens WA 982580063
(425) 4172700
rcpl.warlca@outlook.com

Step up and become a local steward!

Region 2 Committeeperson & Local stewards have a great advantage because they are in the office and arg
Estee Javiniar more familiar with management and their fellow rural carriers. Often, the
Vv 5305 NE 48th Ave local steward can help diffuse a problem before a grievance is necessary.
ancouver WA 98661-7801 . : L .
(808) 5543065 Local stewards are paid by the Postal Service for all their time while
rcp2.warlca@outlook.com performing their NRLCA representational duties including investigating and
. ) processing grievances. Local stewards are the bedrock of our National
Region 3 Committeeperson & Steward System and make our dues go farther. The NRLCA compensates
Liaison local stewards for all necessary training.
3709 I,D\legreeyeﬁsef%?ry Rd Want to join the_ team? I_Dlease contact your Distri_ct Representative for
Post Falls ID 383545968 information on local steward elections.

(208) 9640137
rcp3.warlca@outlook.com

Sign Up For Email Updates!

Region 4 Committeepersgn

Brian Poage Need to know when the next training seminars are? Find out about
224 N 33rd Ave #1 upcoming political actions. Get news on contests and promotions!
Yakima WA 98902-2373 H ~ h i
(509) 9690375 Ereocs ow:
rcp4.warlca@outlook.com 1. Open your email program. Or, scan the QR code

to the right with your smart phone.

LisaEgeltr?Sl;)n 2. Send an emaill toyveb_master@wa_rlca.com
PO Box 792 3. Include the following in your email:
Marysville WA 98270-0792 Name
warlcagd%?grggjﬁggk.com Off|(?e . . .
Designation (Regular, Relief, Retired)
PAC Chair County Unit
nge’)”é){(eés Local Steward? (Yes/No)
Sumner WA 983900006 4. You will receive a confirmation email.
(253) 4682119 5. Once your membership is verified, you will receive confirmation from

\ pac.warlca@outlook.com / updates@warlca.com

W
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National Convention Report 2023
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Hello WARLCA members. This past August, |
had the honor of representing our State as an elected
delegate to the 2023 NRLCA National Convention in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and as Association Presi-
dent, to serve as the Delegateat-Large. Our State was
allowed to send 21 paid delegates this year, based on
our membership numbers on June 30h, the end of the
Union year. With only 21
that meant every member who was nominated was
entitled to attend. | would first off like to commend
and thank the elected delegates from the Washington
Association for their diligence and dedication in the
performance of their duties at the convention this
year. The WARLCA was once again represented by a
great group of members. We also had four members
of our Association make the trip on their own and
who sat with the Washington delegation throughout
the Convention. Kudos to Kristian Granish, Brian
Poage, Christiana Lee, and David Hamilton for mak-
ing that effort.

The Convention business sessions were held at
the DeVos Place Convention Center in downtown
Grand Rapids, with the delegates staying in several
hotels in the nearby vicinity. As has become the typi-
cal agenda for the Convention, things got rolling on
Monday with a number of seminars on topics such as
Legislative, PAC, Thrift Savings Plan, and a State Ed-
itors seminar. Monday evening saw seminars on
OWCP, Legal, and one especially for First Timers to
the Convention. One of my duties as the Delegate-at-
Large is to assign at least one WARLCA delegate to
attend each of the semin
tion was the State of the Union address, during
which NRLCA President Ronnie Stutts updated the
delegation on RRECS and the upcoming contract ne-
gotiations, as well as the declining mail volumes and
the cost of maintaining our headquarters office build-
ing in Alexandria. Ronnie introduced Dr. Ken Mer-

mentation of RRECS. Vice President Maston then
filled us in on what is going on with the rural acade-
mies.

Tuesdayds morning session
of pageantry, with each Sta
to the stage and presenting their state flag. Following
the presentation of the US flag by a military honor
guardn thes marning sebksiors wag bighlighted bp anl | ot
address from USPS Postmaster General Louis DeJoy.

The PMG spoke about his 1@year plan, Delivering

for America. He referred to the problems the USPS
was having evolving when he took office, and how
many changes will be happening. He acknowledged
there wild.l be o0l ots of mi st
pected with wholesale changes, The PMG concluded

his remarks by saying the current focus is on mail
transport, but all aspects of the business will be
looked at. The morning session concluded with the
delegation hearing from Robert G. Taub of the Postal
Regulatory Commission. After the lunch break, the
agenda included hearing from several guest speak-
ers, including Lesa Routh-Holcomb from the NRLCA
Auxiliary, Blake Graham from APCU, Linda Foran
from NGI C, t he NRLCAO®Ss Pa
Slaughter, NRLCA Director of Governmental Affairs

Paul Swartz, the new NRLCA Director of Health In-
surance Programs Lynne Paller, and Doug Bodecker,
the long-time CPA for the union. Most of the rest of

the day was given over to awards, including those

for state members of the year, state membership,
state publications, and NRLCA PAC. On a special
aates everyMeanedich Wdtienal Bxacutive Camntitteea ¢ -
man selects one rural carrier hero from their area.
Patrick Pitts presented Marcus Beck out of the Van-
couver office with the Hero award for the West/Pac
area. Not only that, a panel of judges decided he was
also the overall winner of the Rural Carrier Hero
award. You can read about what Marcus did else-

icl e, the NRLCAOGOs engi ne ewhereomthistphper. Tpesdayg dvenihghsantinarsl @w e | -

oped the RRECS program. Dr. Mericle spoke on how
the program was set up, why it took so long, and
how the USPS and the NRLCA are dealing with the
inevitable issues that have come up with the imple-

ering retirement, insurance, and a training for acade-
my instructors were presented.

Wednesdayds session saw i
ning of the business of the Association, with commit-
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tee reports and other business of the Association
bring transacted. Constitution changes were intro-
duced and voted on, mostly having to do with the
financial impact inflation is having on the union, and
the cost of holding annual conventions. One of the
highlights of the afternoon session was that our Dis-
trict Representative Monte Hartshorn received an
award for his work on the National Steward Task
Force. On Wednesday evening the convention ban-
quet was hel d, wi t h t h
OWednesday Evening Bangu
food served buffet style, along with music and danc-
ing. | had forgotten to purchase a banquet ticket
ahead of time, but | was fortunate enough to pick up
an extra ticket from a Massachusetts delegate and sat
with her and her stateds
one of the most enjoyable parts of the National Con-
vention, being able to visit with rural carriers from
around the country, compare notes, and find out how
other Associations deal with issues.

Thursdayds busi
sively with resolutions
which had been passed at |
the state conventions and
sent up to the National
Convention for considera-
tion. This year, the delega-
tion had nearly 350 resolu- -
tions dealing with a myri-
ad of topics ranging from RRECS, relief carriers, ben-
efits, EMA, and work rules, all the way to whether
the National office should provide the state flags for
convention and whether we should continue the an-
nual golf tournament. On an interesting note, all sev-
en of the resolutions sent up by Washington State
passed at the National Convention. Thursday even-
ing was reserved for caucuses, during which the del-
egation is broken up by geographical area to meet in
groups. Those members who have announced their
candidacies or have been nominated for national of-
ficer positions have the opportunity to walk from
meeting room to meeting room and spend 15
minutes at each giving a short speech and answering
guestions. The highlight
for me and for several other delegates from Washing-
ton, Oregon, and Idaho was that we accompanied
our own Patrick Pitts as he made the rounds in his
campaign for NRLCA Vice President.

Friday, the business continued with the elections

ness

s e s flliou that terd.e a | t

Dr. Mericle spoke on how [RRECS] was
set up, why it took so long, and how the
USPS and the NRLCA are dealing

with the inevitable issues
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of national officers. First up was the election for Pres-
ident, which waswon by Don Maston on afirst ballot
vote. Following that came the election for Vice Presi-
dent. By a substantial margin, Patrick Pitts was elect-
ed on the first ballot. Way to go, Patrick! In the next
two elections, SecretaryTreasurer Tommy Turner
and Director of Labor Relations Bridget Boseak ran
unopposed for their positions and were each de-
clared the winner by unanimous consent. In the elec-
itian for Riecor @ StewatrdlOpemagons, SharleynBaffa
eetaided herTpbséioneon awiestsballag vote.aNext up
was the four-year Executive Committeeman position,
for which several members were nominated. After
multiple ballots, Kirby Ricketts from Missouri was
elected to that position. All that remained was the

ogeryenu Pxecative Qomreitteemam terenr left opeh a t

when Patrick was elected VP. | had the honor of
nominating Washington District Representative
Monte Hartshorn for the position, but after a couple
of ballots, Nicky Phillips from Georgia was elected to
al most excl
During the times while
. the Tellers Committee was
tabulating the votes for the
elections, the delegation
* finished up working on the
) remaining resolutions, and
-~ dealt with a few appeals.
Just prior to the newly
elected officers being sworn in, a rather emotional
presentation was made in honor of retiring NRLCA
President Ronnie Stutts, who had served 20 years on
the National Board in several officer positions. The
Convention was adjourned, and the delegates said
their good-byes to each other with a little sadness,
but with the promise of another National Convention
next year. | would encourage each one of you reading
this to make sure you get your name added to the
ballot next year for National Convention delegate. It
truly is an unforgettable experience.
Submitted in solidarity, Kurt
Note: for those who want a printed copy of the
2023 NRLCA National Convention proceedings, an

~
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National magazine.
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From National Convention
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