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WARLCA Selects Dawn Ayers as 2023 -2024  

Outstanding Member of the Year  

The competition was as close. As close as a three-way photo finish 
of the Running of the Kentucky Derby for race one of the Triple 
Crown. The odds makers were puzzled, nay befuddled, with who 
would come away not with place or show but with the win. The dust 
settled, the tally was counted, scrutinized and recounted. As anticipa-
tion reached the Ravelõs Bolero crescendo, members with baited 
breath on the edge of their seats were pleased to rejoice (insert chorus 
of angels) it waséé.wait for ité...Dawn Ayers. 

The WARLCA is pleased to present Dawn Ayers with the Out-
standing Member of the Year award for 2023-2024. Dawn earned the 
respect and admiration of her peers through her hard work and dedi-
cation to the membership, especially as the very visible PAC (political 
action committee) Chair raising money for ɉ#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÏÎ  ÐÁÇÅ ΪɊ                  
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WARLCA State Board  
& Appointed Officers  

 
President 

Dawn Ayers  
32817 28th Ave S 

Roy WA 98580-7606 
(253) 468-2119 

president@warlca.org 
 

Vice President & Legislative Director 
Dave Blackmer 
PO Box 13923 

Mill Creek WA 98082-1923 
vice-president@warlca.org 

 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Lorrie Crow  
1208A Slide Creek Rd 

Colville WA 99114-8766 
(509) 675-0397 

secretary-treasurer@warlca.org 
 

Region 1 Committeeperson & Webmaster 
Isa Lopez 
PO Box 63 

Lake Stevens WA 98258-0063 
(425) 417-2700 

rcp1@warlca.org 
 

Region 2 Committeeperson & RCBP Rep 
Estee Javiniar 

5305 NE 48th Ave 
Vancouver WA 98661-7801 

(808) 554-3065 
rcp2@warlca.org 

 
Region 3 Committeeperson 

Delsey Reed 
3709 N Greensferry Rd 
Post Falls ID 38354-5968 

(208) 964-0137 
rcp3@warlca.org 

 
Region 4 Committeeperson 

Dawn Anderson  
PO Box 72 

Benton City WA 99320-0072 
rcp4@warlca.org 

 
Editor 

Lisa (Benson) Levitt 
PO Box 792 

Marysville WA 98270-0792 
(425) 359-2462 

warlcaeditor@outlook.com 
 

PAC Chair 
Stella Fazzino 
(360) 790-5448 

pac.warlca@outlook.com 
 

Historian 
Kurt Eckrem  

(425) 760-6879 
kurteckrem@hotmail.com 

District Representative 
Reneeõ Pitts 
PO Box 1795 

Orting WA 98360-1795 
(509) 315-7012 

(texting not available)  
renee.pitts@nrlca.org 

Step up and become a local steward!  
Local stewards have a great advantage because they are in 

the office and are more familiar with management and their fel-
low rural carriers. Often, the local steward can help diffuse a 
problem before a grievance is necessary. 

Local stewards are paid by the Postal Service for all their 
time while performing their NRLCA representational duties in-
cluding investigating and processing grievances. Local stewards 
are the bedrock of our National Steward System and make our 
dues go farther. The NRLCA compensates local stewards for all 
necessary training. 

Want to join the team? Please contact your District Repre-
sentative for information on local steward elections.  

Assistant District Representatives 
Alicia Peterson (FT) 

PO Box 471 
Graham WA 98338-0471 

(253) 208-3344  
(texting not available)  

alicia.peterson@nrlca.org 
 

Dawn Anderson (PT)  
PO Box 72 

Benton City, WA 99320-0072 
(775) 516-2560 

(texting not available)  
dawn.anderson@nrlca.org 

 
Isa Lopez (PT) 

PO Box 63 
Lake Stevens WA 98258-0063 

(425) 760-9416 
(texting not available)  
isabell.lopez@nrcla.org 

Area Stewards 
Dave Blackmer 
PO Box 13923 

Mill Creek WA 98082-1923 
(425) 876-8501 

(texting not available)  
david.blackmer@nrlca.org 

 
Jeff Taylor 

20923 E Trent Ave 
Otis Orchard WA 99027-8201 

(509) 217-5487 
(texting not available)  
jeffrey.taylor@nrlca.org 

 
Ethan Whitney  

PO Box 703 
Greenacres WA 99016-0703 

(509) 891-2567 
(texting not available)  

ethan.whitney@nrlca.org 

NRLCA Stewards  
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Sign Up For Email Updates!  
Need to know when the next training seminars are? Find out about    
upcoming political actions. Get news on contests and promotions!  
Hereõs how: 
1. Open your email program. Or, scan the QR code to the right with 
your smart phone. 
2. Send an email to webmaster@warlca.org 
3. Include the following in your email:  
 Name 
 Office 
 Designation (Regular, Relief, Retired) 
 County Unit  
 Local Steward? (Yes/No)  
4. You will receive a confirmation email.  
5. Once your membership is verified, you will receive confirmation from  
updates@warlca.com 
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#ÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ÏÆ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÖÉÁ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÔÏ ×ÁÒÌÃÁÅÄÉÔÏÒΆÏÕÔÌÏÏËȢÃÏÍȢ 4ÈÅ 7!2#,! "ÏÁÒÄ 
ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÅÄÉÔ ÏÒ ÏÍÉÔ ÔÅØÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎȤ
ÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÁÉÎÔÓȢ ,ÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ 
ÎÁÍÅȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȢ #ÏÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÖÅÒÉÆÉÅÄ .2,#! 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 3ÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ )Æ ÐÒÉÎÔȤ
ÅÄȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÅØȤ
ÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÕÃÈ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÅ×Ó 
ÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

Fall Mini Mail Survey Important Dates  

ήȾΧΦȾΨΪ-ίȾΧΩȾΨΪ 
$ÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ 5ÎÉÔÓ ÅÎÔÅÒ /ǣÃÅ 7ÁÌËȟ 2ÏÕÔÅ 3ÅÔÔÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ $ÁÉÌÙ 6ÏÌȤ
ÕÍÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 2ÕÒÁÌ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ ɉ2-33Ɋ 
×ÅÂ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

ήȾΨΩȾΨΪ 
! ΧΨ-ÄÁÙ -ÉÎÉ -ÁÉÌ 3ÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÏÎ ÁÌÌ ÒÕÒÁÌ 

ÒÏÕÔÅÓ 

ήȾΨΩȾΨΪ-ίȾάȾΨΪ $ÁÔÁ ÅÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÙ #/" ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÒÏÕÔÅÓ 

ίȾάȾΨΪ 
$0-Ⱦ,4- -ÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅȟ ÎÏ ÍÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÔÅ 

×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅǨÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ %ÖÁÌ Ϊ 

ίȾΧΩȾΨΪ 

!ÌÌ -ÉÎÉ -ÁÉÌ 3ÕÒÖÅÙ ÅÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ /ǣÃÅ 7ÁÌËȟ 2ÏÕÔÅ 3ÅÔȤ

ÔÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ $ÁÉÌÙ 6ÏÌÕÍÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ǢÎÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ΧΫȡΦΦ 04ȟ ÎÏ ÁÄÄÉȤ

ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÔÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ 

ίȾΨήȾΨΪ 0ÒÉÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ΪΨΪΧ-!Ó ÁÎÄ ΪΨΪΧ--Ó 

ΧΦȾΫȾΨΪ %ǟÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 22%#3 %ÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ Ϊ 
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ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÖÅÒɊ  the common good of our or-
ganization. To Dawnõs credit as PAC Chair, she 
wasnõt shy about placing some embarrassment 
upon herself to raise money for a good cause. 
Another feather in her cap is the spearheading of 
the WARLCA Auxiliary. The Auxiliary will as-
sist the membership in various ways, especially 
of note will be childcare for those members at-
tending the State Convention with their children.  
At this yearõs State Convention, Dawn was 

elected President of the WARLCA filling the 
shoes of long-time President Kurt Eckrem. While 
òa new sheriff is in town,ó for many of us who 
know Dawn, her hard work from PAC and other 
county positions brings a high competency and 
seamless transition to this position. 

Highlights, to name a few but there are so 
much more: 

* Began her USPS career at the Sumner Post 
Office ð 2005 

* Local Steward - 2007 
* Mutual County Secretary  
* Mutual County President  
* WARLCA Region 2 Committeeperson  
* WARLCA Vice President  
* National Delegate to multiple conven-

tions 
* Recently elected President of the 

WARLCA  
* Dawn is part of Seattle Beagle Rescue 
* Nana to her grandchildren  

We congratulate Dawn and all the nomi-
nees for WARLCA 2023-2024 member of the 
year. Members like you keep the WARLCA 
strong and vibrant.  

Annual Report  

"Ù +ÕÒÔ %ÃËÒÅÍȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ Ǫ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎ 

To the WARLCA membership, submitted as 
my annual report:  

Throughout the 2023-2024 Association year I 
have attended every Board meeting and every 
other function that required my attendance. I did 
not attend the two County officer trainings, nor 
did I attend the information meeting in Spokane, 
as my presence was not required. I performed all 
the duties of the President position as spelled 
out in the WARLCA Constitution and did my 
best to assure the business of the Association 
continued and that the membership was in-
formed and represented. The Association year 
began with the final gavel at the 2023 State Con-
vention in Silverdale. We had been dealing with 
some issues throughout the convention at the 
Best Western Plus Hotel, but those were nothing 
compared to the problems with the final bill. 

Some delegates were overcharged, and the ones 
that were undercharged had those charges add-
ed to the total the WARLCA was being billed 
for. After numerous calls and emails trying to 
resolve the issue, I finally drove to Silverdale 
and spent half a day in the managerõs office set-
tling the problem.  

The Board held a post-convention Board 
meeting at the Silverdale Hotel the day after the 
Convention ended. The first full Board meeting 
of the 2023-2024 Association year was held in 
Ellensburg in July. In October, a Board meeting 
took place at the Centennial Hotel in Spokane to 
review the hotel and to begin preparations for 
the 2024 State Convention. In January, the Board 
met via Zoom. The last Board meeting was in 
March, again in Ellensburg.  

The 2023 NRLCA National Convention was 
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held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the first week 
of August. The vote totals for the National Con-
vention delegates had been announced the first 
day of our State Convention, although it was a 
forgone conclusion that all the names on the bal-
lot would be going as paid delegates (21 mem-
bers were nominated for 21 delegate spots). In 
preparation, one of the duties of the WARLCA 
President is to assign attendance at on seminar to 
each elected delegate, which was accomplished 
by asking each delegate for their top three choic-
es and assign accordingly. Unfortunately, one of 
our elected delegates was unable to attend, and 
because we were down a delegate for national 
officer elections, during each ballot the remain-
ing WARLCA delegates would caucus and de-
cide for which candidate that extra ballot would 
be voted. Since we had to do the same thing the 
year before when one of our delegates became ill 
during the convention, we already had that pro-
cedure in place. Since several of the other State 
delegations were also down one or more dele-
gates, our procedure was adopted and many of 
those other states came to us for advice. I also 
carried the Washington State flag in the opening 
ceremonies and completed the other duties of 
the Delegate-at-Large. A huge honor for me was 
being asked to nominate Monte Hartshorn for a 
national executive committeeman position.  

Late in the Summer of last year, the Board 
conducted two separate County officer trainings 
in conjunction with the completion of the LM4s, 
tax filings necessary to maintain our nonprofit 
status. The training in Tacoma was at the end of 
July, and the training in Spokane was the first 
week of August. The board provides these train-
ings annually, and we can always count on the 
more seasoned county officers helping with the 
newer officers. 

In January, the WARLCA Board arranged 
two information meetings for the membership, 
one in Tacoma and one in Spokane. Primarily 
centered around RRECS and featuring Washing-
ton DR Monte Hartshorn, the four Board mem-
bers who attended the Tacoma meeting and the 
three who attended the Spokane meeting also 
included other important information as well. 
While it would have been great if the number of 

members who attended had been larger, we felt 
the meetings were worth the effort and cost, and 
should be continued. 

Throughout the Fall, Winter, and Spring 
months I continued to attend new -hire orienta-
tions to talk with new RCAs, to answer ques-
tions, give them some idea of what to expect, 
and let them know about the benefits of union 
membership. Late in the Fall, the day and time of 
the union presentations was changed from early 
morning on Tuesdays to afternoons on Satur-
days and Mondays. Both options came with their 
own unique challenges, with Seattle and Tacoma 
traffic often causing long commute times. While 
the opportunity to sign up the RCAs as union 
members is often best at orientations, the cost of 
sending a representative every week also has to 
be taken into consideration. On another note, I 
have seen a growing number of newly hired 
PTFs attending orientations as well, which re-
quires a little bit of extra conversation due to the 
differences in pay, benefits, and job requirements 
for those particular new hires. As for the rural 
academies, the Association continues to support 
the academy instructors by keeping them up to 
date on new information such as dues increases 
and RAFT changes, as well as keeping them sup-
plied with recruitment supplies. I also asked 
WARLCA Secretary/Treasurer Lorrie Crow to 
periodically provide me with contact infor-
mation on newly appointed nonmember PTFs, 
so I could actively attempt to recruit them for 
union membership.  

As we rolled into the new year, preparations 
began in earnest for the 2024 State Convention at 
the Centennial Hotel in Spokane. We had scram-
bled to get a contract in place for the hotel before 
the 2023 State Convention, and some of the de-
tails in the contract needed to be renegotiated. 
Because we were dealing with a corporate per-
son rather than someone at the hotel directly, 
those changes were worked out over several 
months of back and forth. One of the first specif-
ic convention-related tasks is to put together the 
pre-election and election committees, to deal 
with the national convention delegate election 
process. This starts with nominations, followed 
by the creation, stuffing, and mailing of the bal-
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lots, the remailing of any undeliverable ballots (if 
possible), the final vote tabulation and an-
nouncement to the delegation of those chosen to 
represent our State, all while adhering to a pre-
set timeline. There are many safeguards in place 
to ensure a proper and secure voting process. As 
President, I have also been involved with invit-
ing guest speakers, setting up the other conven-
tion committees, creating the convention pro-
gram, and a whole host of other details. These 
preparations will continue right up to the open-
ing day of the convention.  

In early April, I attended the Western States 
Conference in Colorado. The conference was 
held at the Chamonix Hotel in Cripple Creek, an 
old gold -mining town about an hourõs drive up 
into the mountains from Colorado Springs. The 
scenery was beautiful, with snow still on the 
ground in many places, but the altitude did 
cause some problems for the attendees 
(nosebleeds and headaches). The town is over 
9400 feet above sea level, which we joked is like 
being ¾ of the way up Mount Rainier. Area con-
ferences like the WSC are good opportunities to 
meet with the NRLCA national officers who at-
tend and to learn about the latest happenings 
and goings-on. This yearõs conference was a little 
thin on seminars (only one was held, on retire-
ment), but a great deal of information was pre-
sented on RRECS, the dispute process, and con-
tract negotiations. 

I continued throughout the year to promote 
the current legislation that will benefit the rural 
craft, whether through calls and emails to the 
staff members in the various Representativeõs 
offices or by visiting the local office in person. At 
the end of April, WARLCA Vice President Alicia 
Peterson and I flew to Washington DC for the 
annual NRLCA legislative training, which in-
volves at least two officers from each of the 
NRLCA state associations participating. As part 
of our itinerary, I scheduled visits to the offices 
of each of our ten Representatives and both Sen-
ators. Day 1 of the two-day training involved re-
viewing how bills are introduced in Congress 
and the process to get them passed. Also, why 
they are important to rural carriers and the 
points we should be making when we visit with 

our Legislators urging them to support those 
bills. Day 2 was devoted to listening to guest 
speakers who talk about how politics work, lob-
bying techniques, and statistics on who legisla-
tors truly listen to and why. Day 2 concluded 
with the NRLCA legislative committee selecting 
several of the attendees, putting them into small 
groups, and having each group participate in a 
mock meeting with a òCongressmanó with cer-
tain characteristics, political beliefs, and voting 
record. The mock meetings were held in front of 
the whole group and then critiqued. Days 3 and 
4 involved actual visits to the Congressional of-
fices. The four bills we were there to promote 
were H.R. 82, the Social Security Fairness Act, 
H.R. 3721, the USPS Shipping Equity Act, H.R. 
5995, the Federal Retirement Fairness Act, and 
H.R. 7629, the Protect Our Letter Carriers Act. 
Our job on those visits was to thank those legis-
lators who were already cosponsors and to urge 
those who werenõt to support the legislation. Ali-
cia and I were also able to attend a rally in Balti-
more put on by the NALC in support of H.R. 
7629. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention the loss 
of two of the giants of our Association this past 
year, Washington and Alaska District Repre-
sentative Monte Hartshorn and past WARLCA 
President Cheri 

Freeman. Both gave so much of themselves in 
service to their fellow rural carriers, and both 
will be truly missed.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank the State 
Board members I have worked with, both the 
current members as well as those other members 
who have served with me over the years. As the 
Board welcomed new members and said good-
bye to others, we always strived to make sure 
that every voice was heard and that opinions 
could be freely expressed. We learned from each 
other and helped each other. We often disagreed 
on the howõs and whyõs of issues as they came 
up, and not every suggestion was accepted 
(mine perhaps less often than anyone else), but 
at the end of the day at Board meetings, we al-
ways had dinner together and left the business 
in the boardroom where it belongs. It is my fer-
vent wish that the 2024-2025 WARLCA Board 
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will continue to always work for the benefit of 
the membership, and that the membership will 
continue to support the Board and each other. 

In solidarity and with high hopes for this un-
ion, Kurt  

Thank You For Your Many Years of Service, Mr. Eckrem 

You Will Certainly Be Missed!  

Annual Report  

"Ù !ÌÉÃÉÁ 0ÅÔÅÒÓÏÎȟ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ Ǫ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ $ÉÓȤ
ÔÒÉÃÔ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 

I began my duties as WARLCA Vice Presi-
dent and Legislative Director with a post -
convention half -day board meeting on June 7, 
2023. We began planning for the year by setting 
dates for upcoming events, setting deadlines, 
and assigning tasks. I was immediately tasked 
with interviewing Outstanding Member of the 
Year, Melvin Walker, for an article for the WRC. 
Melvin welcomed me into his home on July 9th 
in Kalama and I spent a few hours visiting with 
him and hearing about his history with the Post-
al Service and his union participation over the 
years. 

We held our first full Board meeting in El-
lensburg July 24th- 27th. Unfortunately, I had to 
leave as soon as the business was done on the 

25th to go home for a medical emergency for my 
son. I followed up with President Eckrem and he 
kept me informed on what was covered during 
the remainder of the meeting. 

On July 31st, I assisted Region 1 and 2 Com-
mitteepersons Isa and Estee with conducting a 
County Officers Training in Tacoma. We had a 
great turnout of county officers. We assisted 
with completion of the LMs and covered topics 
such as legislative, Robertõs Rules, elections, 
agendas and ways to increase attendance. 

The National Convention was held in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan August 15th ð 18th. I attended 
the Legislative Seminar, State of the Union, Legal 
Seminar, Lady Carriers Luncheon, TSP Seminar, 
and all business sessions. 
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As soon as we returned from Michigan, the 
State Board hosted two Zoom Informational 
Meetings with District Representative Monte 
Hartshorn. These meetings were held on August 
20th and August 24th. The topic was all about 
the upcoming Mini Mail Survey.  

On September 10th, I attended my own Mu-
tual County meeting. As Legislative Director, I 
spoke about current legislation and the hopes of 
the òBuy Backó legislation being reintroduced by 
Representative Kilmer. 

On September 14th, I attended Lower Colum-
bia County meeting as Vice President and Legis-
lative Director. I presented Outstanding Member 
of the Year, Melvin Walker with a plaque and 
NRLCA wristwatch awarded to him at the Na-
tional Convention. I was also able to announce 
that District Representative Monte Hartshorn 
was recognized for his service on Steward Task 
Force at the National Convention. I brought PAC 
Chair, Dawn Ayers with me to the meeting and 
we tied together a Legislative presentation and 
PAC presentation. 

Our next Board meeting took place in Spo-
kane, October 16th-19th at the 2024 Convention 
site. Much of the time spent at this meeting was 
touring the hotel and planning our convention 
setup. We spent a half day reviewing the State 
Officers Resource Manual, taking the quiz after 
completion, and submitting our suggestions.  

On January 7th, we had a Board Zoom meet-
ing. This meeting was to touch base on upcom-
ing State Informational meetings and lasted ap-
proximately 3 hours.  

On January 28th, we held a State Informa-
tional Meeting in Tacoma. I gave a legislative 
presentation and assisted members with writing 
letters to their congressional representatives dur-
ing the meeting. 

On February 4th, I attended another State In-
formational Meeting in Spokane. I attended this 
meeting as the NSS Speaker due to District Rep-
resentative Monte Hartshorn being unable to at-
tend to care for his mother. I gave another legis-
lative presentation and assisted members with 
writing letters to their congressional representa-
tives. 

Our next Board meeting took place in El-

lensburg, March 18th-21st. This was the hardest 
and most emotional meeting due to the untimely 
death of our beloved District Representative 
Monte. I felt comfort knowing I was in the pres-
ence of my fellow board members that were 
grieving with me. There were many tears shed, 
but we handled business the best we could, 
which is what Monte wouldõve expected from 
us. 

On March 24th, I attended my own Mutual 
County annual meeting. I updated the members 
oncurrent legislative issues. 

I attended Western States Conference in Crip-
ple Creek, Colorado, April 3rd -5th. Besides try-
ing to cope with the extremely high elevation, I 
found the conference to be informative and a 
good opportunity to connect with members 
across the Western area and with the National 
officers. 

On April 18th, I attended the Lower Colum-
bia County Annual Meeting in Vancouver. Alt-
hough I attended as part of the NSS, I provided 
updates on current legislative issues. 

On April 27th -May 2nd, President Eckrem 
and I attended the Annual Legislative Seminar in 
Washington, D.C. We listened to guest speakers 
and National Officers, learned about Robertõs 
Rules, learned effective ways to speak with legis-
lators, and met with almost all of our House 
Representatives and Senators or their assistants. 
This was our first -time meeting with Representa-
tive Marilyn Strickland (D -WA -10) and she gave 
us a warm welcome and seemed to be very sup-
portive of postal legislation. The key issues we 
presented during our Capitol Hill visits were 
H.R. 7629 Protect Our Letter Carriers Act; H.R. 
82 Social Security Fairness Act; H.R. 5995 Federal 
Retirement Fairness Act; and H.R. 3721 Shipping 
Equity act. We must all continue to contact our 
legislators and ask them to support these im-
portant bills. A big highlight to our trip to D.C. 
was a bus ride to Baltimore, Maryland to the 
main post office where along with all of our Na-
tional officers, NALC leaders and members and 
APWU leaders and members, we rallied in sup-
port of H.R. 7629 Protect Our Letter Carriers Act. 
Adorned in our bright red NRLCA t -shirts, we 
chanted òEnough is Enough!ó as we waved our 
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signs, even making it on the evening news. 
The 2023-2024 WARLCA association year has 

been a busy one. I have attended all required 
meetings. I have written articles for each issue of 
the WRC. I have completed all assigned tasks. 
However, on May 3rd I had to resign from my 
position as Vice President as I have been offered 
and accepted a position as a Full Time Assistant 

District Representative. I thank the WARLCA 
State Board for their dedication to the Rural Car-
riers of the State of Washington. I thank the 
members of the Washington Rural Letter Carri-
ers Association for the confidence you placed in 
me and for the opportunity to serve you over the 
last year. In solidarity, Alicia.  

Annual Report  

"Ù ,ÏÒÒÉÅ #ÒÏ×ȟ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ-4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 

Another year has passed, it seems like only a 
couple of months since we last joined together 
for the State Convention. It is such a great oppor-
tunity to catch up with our friends and family 
that we see so seldom, and a chance to make 
more friends. We have several first timers this 
year, I am sure we will all make them feel wel-
come and help them to understand the processes 
of all we do together as a body. 

As mentioned last year I did implement the 
use of the Quick Books Payroll program, it has 
proven to be very useful and has saved me time 
in processing payroll. With all the new programs 
used there are still a few things to learn and fig-
ure out, but with continued use and increased 
understanding this too will become second hand.  

With so many venues no longer taking checks 
and only taking credit cards it was decided last 
year that it was time for us to join the fray and 
get one for both the President and Secretary/
Treasurer. I of course have more occasions neces-

sitating the use the card than President Eckrem, 
mostly for the purchase of stamps and supplies. 
One of the benefits of using the card is that for 
the positions that require programs such as Ac-
robat and GoDaddy we have put the subscrip-
tions on the corporate credit card rather than 
have the member put it on theirs and then wait 
for reimbursement. This will also make it easier 
to track the expenditure.  

Thanks to the hard work of the recruiters and 
instructors I have entered into the database a to-
tal of 633 1187s (new member dues withholding 
forms) this year. We donõt attend an orientation 
if there is less than 3 in attendance, which gives 
the instructors an opportunity to recruit new 
members. Then I try to catch those that still have-
nõt signed up. In the last 6 weeks I have done a 
complete nonmember recruitment which totaled 
about 1250 1187s and recruitment letters sent out 
to ARCs, RCAs and Regular nonmembers. I am 
getting a few back, but not as many as hoped. 
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We are still on solid footing financially. Alt-

hough we went over budget on a few items this 

year, we are working well under budget overall. 

At this point we safely have over a yearõs operat-

ing expenses in the bank. We were asked by the 

National Office to open an account specifically 

for the use of the Monte Hartshorn Memorial 

Fund, we were happy to do it, but are still una-

ware of the legalities and logistics of running it. 

We used $1 of the Associations funds to open 
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this account. It is our understanding that it will 

be funded by donations from the members. The 

combined totals from the investment accounts 

(CDs) to date is $235,638.75. The largest of the 3 

CD accounts matures on 3/16/2025 and current-

ly has a balance of $131,495.30, the second will 

mature on 4/7/2025 and had a balance of 

$24,793.65, and the third which matures on 

6/24/2024 has a balance of $79,349.80. I antici-

pate that like the others we will let this last one 
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The year started off well with our first after -
convention board meeting followed by the July 
board meeting and our county officers training. 
The board put on a County Officers training that 
allowed the officers to stay closer to home with 
one being held in Spokane and the other held in 
Tacoma. During the training the officers had a 
chance to complete their LM4 if they had not 
done so and get a refresher on meetings. 

In addition to attending all the board meet-
ings I was also able to attend my Region 1 Meet-
ings, Whatcom, Island Skagit and King 
Snohomish as scheduled. The informational put 
on by the board was held this last January gave 
me the opportunity to assist the Legislative Di-
rector in finding out what congressional districts 
the carriers in attendance belonged to. In addi-

tion to the duties of attending board meetings, 
county unit meetings and the informational I 
have been working on the 2025 State Convention 
that will be held in Bellingham WA.  

As the State Webmaster and Facebook ad-
ministrator you may have noticed an increase in 
Facebook posting and minor additions to the 
website like the History page and the Auxiliary 
page which are still a work in progress. Continue 
to check back periodically for the newest issues 
of the WRC and visit the Recent News page for 
the most up-to-date news the WARLCA has to 
offer. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Isa Lopez 
RCP 1 

Annual Report  
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This annual report begins with last yearõs 
state convention. While in Region 2 at the Best 
Western Hotel in Silverdale, that made me your 
Convention Chair. Which was a stressful, hum-
bling, and yet fulfilling experience.  

I was able to attend the first full board meet-
ing in July and held in Ellensburg. Along with 
setting and going over the budget for the associ-
ation for the next year. We decided to have two 
separate county officersõ training days. One for 
Regions 1 & 2 (westside) and one for Regions 3 & 
4 (eastside). With the help of the committeeper-
sons, we spent some time preparing training ma-

terial for our county officers. At these county 
training meeting the counties also had the op-
portunity to complete their annual reports for 
the US Department of Labor. 

A ZOOM Informational meeting with guest 
DR Monte Hartshorn re -covering of RREC and 
keeping our members up to date on issues that 
occurred during the first year of the mini -mail -
survey. While attending the next board meeting 
in October at the Centennial Hotel in Spokane. 
With discussion it was decided to hold an In -
Person informational meeting. Again, we decid-
ed to hold two separate meetings. I attended the 
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meeting on the west side in Tacoma. 
I was able to attend all my regionsõ county 

unitsõ meetings, six total. I submitted my re-
quired articles for the WRC. I am currently 
searching for the next location for our 2027 
WARLCA Convention. I was able to attend our 

last full board meeting in March at Ellensburg 
Although our team, was in mourning of the sud-
den loss of one of our own. We still managed to 
get through business. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Estee Javiniar 

Annual Report  

"Ù $ÅÌÓÅÙ 2ÅÅÄȟ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ Ω #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÐÅÒÓÏÎ 

A quick recap of my first year in the Region 3 
Committee person position. I met the other 
board members at our first meeting the day after 
convention was over, we met to go over and cri-
tique the recently ended convention and to plan 
our next board meeting. 

I attended my first board meeting in El-
lensburg in July where we also planned a train-
ing session and teaching new county officers 
how to file their LM4s. I then attended the Na-
tional Convention in August in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. After returning I started engaging 
with the county officers of the counties in my re-
gion, East Central, North Central and Northeast. 
Also at this time, I did a shadow day at the Spo-
kane P&DC to learn how to do the union presen-
tation at the orientations.  

Then it was time for our next board meeting 
at the Centennial hotel where our next State con-
vention would take place. This is where I learned 
what I would need to plan for and the obliga-
tions that fall to my position as the RCP that is 
hosting the 2024 State convention. As the board 
we took a tour of the meeting rooms and dis-
cussed the contract that was signed with the ho-
tel. We planned what rooms would be used on 
what days. Also, at this meeting we planned an 

informational meeting to take place on each side 
of the state. We then planned and scheduled our 
next board meeting in March.  

After the first of 2024 I started reaching out to 
each of the County units in my region about get-
ting their annual meetings scheduled. We had an 
informational meeting in February. I attended 
two county meetings in my region in March, 
then it was time for our board meeting. I attend-
ed the Western States Conference in Cripple 
creek, Colorado. After returning from WSC, I 
went to the Apple Valley County meeting in 
place of RCP4. Then the last of my regionõs coun-
ty meetings took place in Chelan. 

I am grateful for everything I have learned 
this past year. I am deeply honored that I had 
several people approach me at our state conven-
tion last June and asked me to run for this posi-
tion. My favorite is going to the orientations and 
encouraging the newly hired and attending the 
county meetings. Now I will get back to plans 
for our State Convention. I can't wait to see eve-
ryone! 

Thank you for the opportunity,  
Delsey Reed 
Region 3 Committee Person 
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My second year begins with the last state 
convention in Silverdale WA. Since this was my 
first time helping with the setup it was a new ex-
perience for me. Working with the hotel staff 
and other board members makes me realize first 
hand the amount of work that needs to be done 
put a actual convention together. My primary 
focus at the 2023 Convention was the actual tech-
nical setup of all the projectors, sound and com-
puters to help make the convention work. The 
other board members were a great assistance to 
me and grateful for the help. It was a true learn-
ing experience and enjoyed the process. 

I attended the July board meeting in the 
Hampton Inn in July. Helped to setup the first 
experiment to set up county officers training on 
both sides of the state. I attended the East side of 
the state at the Teamsters Hall in Spokane. 
Hopefully we will do more of these future meet-
ings with more attendance. 

I also attended the October board meeting at 
the Centennial Hotel in Spokane. Where the 2024 
State convention is to be held. Did our board 
business while the primary focus was to make 
sure the necessary preparation is done for the 
next state convention. 

My counties are Apple Valley and Whitman 
Southeast. I attended the Apple Valley meeting 
in October 2023. The biggest turnout for Apple 
Valley. Monte Hartshorn was there to answer all 
questions and help make the meeting more in-
volved and lively.  

However, I was unable to attend Apple Val-
ley meeting in April 2024 due to unforeseen con-
ditions flying out of Colorado for Western States. 
Delsey Reed (RCP3) did an excellent job cover-
ing my place there. Whitman SE meeting was 
held recently in Dayton, WA new location this 
year. We acquired a possible additional delegate 
to attend the 2024 State Convention this year (2 
total) at this meeting. 

Made all my deadlines for my articles this 
year. Been working hard on getting a location for 
2026 State Convention. 

With the sudden loss of Monte Hartshorn re-
cently, his lack of awesome presence in our 
board meetings and conference this year was 
keenly and deeply felt by myself and everyone 
in our association locally, regionally and nation-
ally. He was missed greatly. It was a busy and 
trying year for the board this year.  

Brian Poage Region Committee 4 
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I started off the year with the lofty goal of 
"running a marathon" by raising $26,219.00 in 
PAC donations. The other challenge I issued was 
getting 100 members from our state to become 
members of the Sustaining Donor Society or SDS 
as it is referred to which would assist in estab-
lishing a steady flux of PAC donations for the 
use of the NRLCA Legislative Director. Current-
ly we have 40 sustaining donors. Each issue of 
our WRC paper had the flyers and information 
included for the ongoing contests for this year. 
The NRLCA PAC team went through some 
changes including switching the outsourcing 
company used to process donations and reports. 
This in turn has created some delays in postings 
and reports. In past years, PAC chairs would re-
ceive monthly updates on our state's donations. 
These reports always made it easier for me as 
PAC chair of Washington to keep track of where 
we were throughout the year in regard to the 
goals I had set for our state so unfortunately this 
year was a bit more challenging in that aspect. 
The last update on our stateõs total donations is 
from January 2024 which had us at $10,403.04. 
That puts our state at 11th in overall donations 
and 5th for per capita. 

I attended Mutual Counties meetings with 
the exception of the annual meeting as I had a 
trip previously booked prior to learning of the 
date of that meeting. I was also happy to attend 
two Lower Columbia meetings. I was there for 
the presentation of the member of the year 
award to Melvin Walker where was able to 
speak to Representative Marie Glusenkamp-
Perez's aide as well as present PAC information 
and collect funds and at the annual meeting to 
provide PAC information and collect funds. Ad-
ditionally, I attended both informational meet-
ings that were held this year, one in Tacoma and 
one in Spokane. At those meetings I presented 

information to those in attendance on the im-
portance of PAC and assisted with the Legisla-
tive presentation as well. At each meeting I have 
also challenged each county unit to put together 
a basket for state convention for the silent auc-
tion raffle. Most recently, I attended a fundraiser 
luncheon for Representative Pramila Jayapal. Af-
ter receiving an email from her campaign asking 
for a donation, I contacted Paul Swartz, NRLCA 
Legislative Director, and he approved and do-
nated $1000.00 to Jayapal's campaign. Attending 
a congressional fundraising event was a first for 
me and it was a great experience. I was able to 
connect personally with her Outreach and Or-
ganizing Director and asked her to thank the 
District 7 Representative for co-sponsoring H.R. 
82, the Social Security Fairness Act and ask that 
she co-sponsors H.R. 5995, the "buy back" legisla-
tion, H.R.7629, the Protect Our Postal Carriers 
Act and H.R.3721, the USPS Shipping Equity 
Act. I am looking forward to Representative Ja-
yapal's response. 

I will have up to date numbers at our State 
Convention in Spokane, provided our National 
PAC team has fully integrated with our new out-
sourcing company. The PAC year runs until July 
15, 2024. At last years State Convention, we 
raised over $7000.00, which was a record. The 
goal is to break that record at this years Conven-
tion, which would greatly assist in getting us 
closer to that goal of $26,219.00 for the 2023-24 
PAC year. As always, I would like to thank each 
and every one of you for donating to our 
NRLCA PAC. It plays an important role in every 
rural carrier's careers as in the past it has helped 
us educate congressional members to fight off 
retirement cuts and secured 6-day delivery.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Dawn Ayers WARLCA PAC Chair  
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ΞΜΞΟ-ΞΜΞΠШ ŰŰƨċũШÅĲƓŸƖƣ 

ÅĲŰĲĲќШÂŔƣƣƚ 

 Åx9 Ш?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲ 

ÑőĲШ Åx9 ШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШǃĲċƖШŊŸĲƚШŉƖŸůШsƨũǃШΝƚƣШƣŸШsƨŰĲШΟΜƣőШĲċĦőШǃĲċƖЮШÑőĲШΞΜΞΟ-ΞΜΞΠШǃĲċƖШƚĲƻĲƖċũШƣőŔŰŊƚШ
ŸĦĦƨƖƖĲĬШƣőċƣШfШƓĲƖƚŸŰċũũǃШĦŸƨũĬШőċƻĲШŰĲƻĲƖШƓƖĲĬŔĦƣĲĬЮШШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШ~ŸŰƣĲШ
cċƖƣƚőŸƖŰШƨŰĲǂƓĲĦƣĲĬũǃШƓċƚƚŔŰŊШċƽċǃШŔŰШ~ċƖĦőШċŰĬШƣőĲШ Åx9 Ш ċƣŔŸŰċũШ7ŸċƖĬШċƚťŔŰŊШůĲШƣŸШƚĲƖƻĲШċƚШ
?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲЮШШ 

?ƨƖŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШǃĲċƖШfШőċƻĲШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲĬШƖƨƖċũШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚШŔŰШΝΞΤШfŰƻĲƚƣŔŊċƣŔƻĲШfŰƣĲƖƻŔĲƽƚЯШΝΥΡШŊƖŔĲƻр
ċŰĦĲƚШыΝΟΦШĦŸŰƣƖċĦƣƨċũЯШΞΠШĬŔƚĦŔƓũŔŰċƖǃШċŰĬШΞΞШ9ũċƚƚШ ĦƣŔŸŰьЮШШfШőċƻĲШũŸŊŊĲĬШŸƻĲƖШΟΤЯΥΞΝШůŔŰƨƣĲƚШŔŰШ
ƓőŸŰĲоǍŸŸůШĦċũũƚШċŰĬШƣƖċƻĲũũĲĬШΣЯΠΝΦШůŔũĲƚШĤǃШĦċƖЮШШÑőĲШŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲƚШƣőċƣШfШőĲũƓĲĬШċĬŢƨĬŔĦċƣĲШƖĲƣƨƖŰĲĬШ
ҘΣΝΣЯΦΜΥШƣŸШƖƨƖċũШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚШƽőŸШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШƽƖŸŰŊĲĬШĤǃШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШċĦƣŔŸŰШŸƖШŔŰċĦƣŔŸŰЮШШÑőĲШĬŔƚĦŔƓũŔŰċƖǃШ
ŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲƚШƣőċƣШfШőċŰĬũĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШċƣШÉƣĲƓШΝШŸƖШΞШŔŰĦũƨĬĲĬШΟШƖĲůŸƻċũƚЯШΞШ ŸƣŔĦĲƚШŸŉШΝΠ-
?ċǃШÂċƓĲƖШÉƨƚƓĲŰƚŔŸŰƚЯΡШ ŸƣŔĦĲƚШŸŉШΤ-?ċǃШÂċƓĲƖШÉƨƚƓĲŰƚŔŸŰƚЯΥШxĲƣƣĲƖШŸŉШìċƖŰŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШΤШEůĲƖŊĲŰĦǃШ
ÂũċĦĲůĲŰƣƚЮШШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШċŊŊƖĲƚƚŔƻĲШŔŰШŔƚƚƨŔŰŊШĬŔƚĦŔƓũŔŰĲШƣŸШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚЮШÑőĲƖĲШƽĲƖĲШċũр
ƚŸШΠШìŸƖť-ÂũċĦĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲƚШċĬŢƨĬŔĦċƣĲĬЮ 

fШőċƻĲШůĲƣШĤŸƣőШƓĲƖƚŸŰċũũǃШċŰĬШƻŔċШǍŸŸůШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШċŰĬШ ũċƚťċШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШ~ċŰċŊĲƖƚЮШШШfШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШ
ƣŸШƽŸƖťШĦũŸƚĲũǃШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШũĲƻĲũШůċŰċŊĲƖƚШŸŉШÉċŉĲƣǃЯШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШÂƖŸŊƖċůƚШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣЯШxċĤŸƖЯШcƨůċŰШ
ÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЯШ~ċŰċŊĲƖШŸŉШEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮ 

fШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƓƖŔƻŔũĲŊĲĬШƣŸШƚĲƖƻĲШċƚШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƓċƚƣШŉŸƨƖШůŸŰƣőƚШċŰĬШċƚШċŰШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ
?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШŉŸƖШƚĲƻĲŰШǃĲċƖƚШċŰĬШċƚШì Åx9 Ш ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШÉƣċƣĲШÉƣĲƽċƖĬШŉŸƖШƣƽĲũƻĲШǃĲċƖƚЮШШШШfШċůШ
ĦŸŰƚƣċŰƣũǃШƖĲůŔŰĬĲĬШƣőċƣШŰŸШŸŰĲШƓĲƖƚŸŰШĦċŰШĬŸШŔƣШċũũЮШШfШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШĤũĲƚƚĲĬШƽŔƣőШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШƚŸШůċŰǃШ
ċůċǍŔŰŊШƓĲŸƓũĲШƽőŸШċƖĲШĦŸůůŔƣƣĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШĤĲƣƣĲƖůĲŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƖƨƖċũШĦƖċŉƣЮ 

[ŔƖƚƣШċŰĬШŉŸƖĲůŸƚƣЯШfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƣőċŰťШ ƖĲċШÉƣĲƽċƖĬШsĲǭШÑċǃũŸƖШŉŸƖШċŊƖĲĲŔŰŊШƣŸШĦŸůĲШĤċĦťШƣŸШŸƨƖШ ÉÉШƣĲċůШ
ƣŸШőĲũƓШƨƚШċŉƣĲƖШƣőĲШƨŰƣŔůĲũǃШƓċƚƚŔŰŊШŸŉШ~ŸŰƣĲШcċƖƣƚőŸƖŰЮШfƣШŔƚШŊƖĲċƣũǃШċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲĬЯШċŰĬШƽĲШƖĲċũũǃШŰĲĲĬо
ŰĲĲĬĲĬШőŔƚШőĲũƓШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƽŸƖťũŸċĬЮШ 

ÉĲĦŸŰĬũǃЯШƣőċŰťШǃŸƨШƣŸШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲƚШŉŸƖШŢƨůƓŔŰŊШŔŰЯШƣċťŔŰŊШŸŰШċШŊƖĲċƣĲƖШ
ƽŸƖťũŸċĬШċŰĬШċƚƚŔƚƣŔŰŊШƽőĲŰĲƻĲƖШfШċƚťĲĬШċŰĬШŰĲĲĬĲĬШċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲШŔŰШċШƚƓĲĦŔǯĦШċƖĲċШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШőĲƚŔƣċƣŔŸŰЮШ
ÑŸШŸƨƖШ ƖĲċШÉƣĲƽċƖĬƚШƣőċŰťШǃŸƨШŉŸƖШƓŔĦťŔŰŊШƨƓШůŸƖĲШċƖĲċƚШŸŉШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣǃШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШőĲƚŔƣċƣŔŸŰЯШċũũШŸŉШƣőŔƚШ
őċƚШĤĲĲŰШŊƖĲċƣũǃШċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲĬЮ 

fШċũƚŸШƽċŰƣШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШƣŸШƽĲũĦŸůĲШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰќƚШŰĲƽĲƚƣШ ƖĲċШÉƣĲƽċƖĬШEƣőċŰШìőŔƣŰĲǃЮШEƣőċŰШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШŔƚШ
ċƚƚŔŊŰĲĬШƣŸШŉŸƨƖШыΠьШÉƓŸťċŰĲШŸǭŔĦĲƚЯШċŰĬШfШőċƻĲШŰŸШĬŸƨĤƣШƣőċƣШƚŸŸŰШőĲШƽŔũũШŊċŔŰШůŸƖĲШċƖĲċƚШŸŉШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔр
ĤŔũŔƣǃЯШƽĲũĦŸůĲШƣŸШƣőĲШƣĲċůг 

[ŔŰċũũǃЯШƣŸШċũũШƣőĲШxŸĦċũШÉƣĲƽċƖĬƚШŔŰШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣЯШƣőĲƚĲШƓĲŸƓũĲШőċƻĲШƣƖƨũǃШƚőŸƽŰШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШƣőĲШ
ŉƖŸŰƣ-ũŔŰĲШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ Åx9 ШÉƣĲƽċƖĬШƚǃƚƣĲůЮШШfŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰЯШĦŸŰŊƖċƣƨũċƣĲШŸƨƖШŰŔŰĲШŰĲƽШũŸĦċũШ
ƚƣĲƽċƖĬƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШŔŰШƣƖċŔŰŔŰŊЯШŢƨƚƣШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШƣőĲŔƖШƣƖċŔŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШċũũШƣőĲШŸƣőĲƖШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚШƽőŸШċƖĲШĲŔƣőĲƖШ
őŸũĬŔŰŊШƚƣĲƽċƖĬШĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШŸƖШŢƨƚƣШƚĲŰƣШƣőĲŔƖШĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖůƚЮШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨШŉŸƖШƚƣĲƓƓŔŰŊШƨƓШƣŸШőĲũƓШǃŸƨƖШĦŸ-
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ƽŸƖťĲƖƚШĬĲċũШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШůċŰǃШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШŔŰШǃŸƨƖШŸǭŔĦĲƚЮШòŸƨƖШĬŔũŔŊĲŰĦĲШċŰĬШĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШċƖĲШƻċũƨĲĬШċŰĬШ
ĬŸĲƚШŰŸƣШŊŸШƨŰŰŸƣŔĦĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШÉƣĲƽċƖĬШƣĲċůЮ 

ШfШũŸŸťШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШƣŸШƣőĲШĬċǃШƣőċƣШĲċĦőШŸǭŔĦĲШőċƚШŔƣƚШŸƽŰШxŸĦċũШÉƣĲƽċƖĬЮ 

fШċũƚŸШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƣőċŰťШŸƨƖШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШĤŸċƖĬЯШċŰĬШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШŸƨƖШìĲƚƣĲƖŰоÂċĦŔǯĦШċƖĲċШEǂĲĦƨƣŔƻĲШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲр
ƽŸůĲŰШsĲċŰĲƣƣĲШ?ƽǃĲƖШŉŸƖШőĲƖШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШċŰĬШůĲŰƣŸƖŔŰŊЮШШòŸƨƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŔƚШƻĲƖǃШůƨĦőШċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲĬЮШШ 

fШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШĤũĲƚƚĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШŊƖĲċƣШƣĲċůЮШШfƣШŔƚШŸŰũǃШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőċƣШfШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШċĤũĲШƣŸШƽŸƖťШċƚШƣőĲШ
ìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰо ũċƚťċШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲЮШШ 

fШċũƚŸШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƣőċŰťШ9ċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШÂċƣƖŔĦŔċШ§ƽĲŰШċŰĬШf?о~Ñо§ÅШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċр
ƣŔƻĲШcĲƖƚĦőĲũШcŸƽċƖĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШċŰĬШċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲШŔŰШŰċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊШůǃШŰĲƽШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚЮШШШШÉƨĦĦĲĲĬр
ŔŰŊШ~ŸŰƣĲШċƚШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШőċƚШũĲŉƣШůĲШƚŸůĲШĤŔŊШƚőŸĲƚШƣŸШǯũũЮШШ~ŸŰƣĲШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШċШ
ĦŸũũĲċŊƨĲШċŰĬШŉƖŔĲŰĬШŉŸƖШŸƻĲƖШƣƽĲŰƣǃШǃĲċƖƚЮШШ~ŸŰƣĲШőċĬШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲĬШŔŰƣĲŊƖŔƣǃШċŰĬШĬĲƣĲƖůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШőŔƚШ
ƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƖƨƖċũШĦƖċŉƣЮ 

fШċůШőŸƓĲŉƨũШƣőċƣШƣőĲШÂŸƚƣċũШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШ Åx9 ШƽŔũũШůċťĲШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШŔŰШƣőĲШŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ÅÅE9ÉШƖŸƨƣĲШċĬŢƨƚƣůĲŰƣƚШƣŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШƖĲũŔĲŉШƣŸШƣőĲШŸƻĲƖШΡΝΠШŸƻĲƖĤƨƖĬĲŰШƖŸƨƣĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣЮ 

9ƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃЯШΞΟШŸǭŔĦĲƚШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШŸƖШƽŔũũШĤĲШŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣŔŰŊШċĬŢƨƚƣůĲŰƣƚШƽőŔĦőШőċƻĲШƖĲƚƨũƣĲĬШŔŰШΠΟШŰĲƽШƖĲŊр
ƨũċƖоċƨǂŔũŔċƖǃШƖŸƨƣĲƚЮ 

ÅĲƚƓĲĦƣŉƨũũǃШƚƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬЯ 

ÅĲŰĲĲќШÂŔƣƣƚ 

ìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰо ũċƚťċШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲ 

Annual Report  

"Ù )ÓÁÂÅÌÌÁ ,ÏÐÅÚȟ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 

ШΞΜΞΟоΞΜΞΠШ 

ŰŰƨċũШÅĲƓŸƖƣШ 

fƚċĤĲũũċШxŸƓĲǍШ 

ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШ 

ƣШƣőĲШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШǃĲċƖЯШfШƽċƚШċŰШċƖĲċШƚƣĲƽċƖĬШċƚƚŔŊŰĲĬШƣŸШċƓƓƖŸǂŔůċƣĲũǃШΤШŸǭŔĦĲƚЮШfŰШ
sċŰƨċƖǃШfШőċĬШƣőĲШőŸŰŸƖШŸŉШĤĲŔŰŊШċƚťĲĬШƣŸШƚĲƖƻĲШċƚШċШƓċƖƣ-ƣŔůĲШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШċŰĬШƽċƚШ
ƚƨĤƚĲƕƨĲŰƣũǃШƣƖċŔŰĲĬШċƣШƣőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШ§ǭŔĦĲШƽőĲƖĲШfШũĲċƖŰĲĬШċĤŸƨƣШĲŰƣĲƖŔŰŊШĬċƣċĤċƚĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ
ƣőĲШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШƓƖŸŊƖċůƚШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШƽŔƣőШůǃШŰĲƽШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰЮШ 

ÑőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШƣőŔƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШǃĲċƖШfШőċƻĲШǯĲũĬĲĬШƓőŸŰĲШĦċũũƚШŉƖŸůШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚЯШǯƖƚƣШċƚƚŔŊŰĲĬШƣŸШůĲШċƚШ
ċŰШ ƖĲċШÉƣĲƽċƖĬЯШċŰĬШƣőĲŰШċƚШċŰШ ?ÅЮШfШƽċƚШċũƚŸШċǭŸƖĬĲĬШƣőĲШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШƻŔƚŔƣШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШŸǭŔĦĲШ
ƽőĲƖĲШƽĲШůĲƣШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШůċŰċŊĲƖШċŰĬШőŔƚШƣĲċůЮШ 

fŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĦŸƖƖĲƚƓŸŰĬĲŰĦĲШƽŔƣőШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚШfШőċƻĲШċũƚŸШċƣƣĲŰĬĲĬШΠШĦŸƨŰƣǃШƨŰŔƣШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚЯШΞΠШƓƖĲ-
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ĬŔƚĦŔƓũŔŰċƖǃШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚШƽŔƣőШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШΝΝШŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲƚШƽőŔĦőШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲĬШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШċƣШƚƣĲƓΝЮШ ũƣőŸƨŊőШfШ
őċƻĲШŰŸƣШőċĬШůċŰǃШŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲƚШƣőċƣШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲĬШċШƚƣĲƓШΞШċƓƓĲċũЯШfШőċƻĲШůĲƣШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШÉƣĲƓШΞШĬĲƚŔŊŰĲĲШŸŰШċШ
ŉĲƽЮШfШőċƻĲШŊŸƣƣĲŰШċШƣŸƣċũШŸŉШҘШΝΞΞЯΤΠΦЮΣΦШŔŰШũĲƣƣĲƖƚШŸŉШĬĲůċŰĬШƽċŔƻĲĬШċŰĬШŊŸƣƣĲŰШĦċƖƖŔĲƖƚШҘΠΠΠЮΤΞШŔŰШ
ŊƖŔĲƻċŰĦĲШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣƚЮШ 

fШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШƣőċŰťШÅĲŰĲĲШÂŔƣƣƚШċŰĬШ ũŔĦŔċШÂĲƣĲƖƚŸŰШŉŸƖШĤĲŔŰŊШƚŸШƓċƣŔĲŰƣШƽŔƣőШůĲШċƚШfШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШũĲċƖŰШ
ůǃШƖŸũĲЯШċŰĬШċũƣőŸƨŊőШ~ŸŰƣĲШcċƖƣƚőŸƖŰШŔƚШŰŸШũŸŰŊĲƖШƽŔƣőШƨƚЯШfШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШůǃШŊƖċƣŔƣƨĬĲбШŉŸƖШőŔƚШ
ƣƖƨƚƣШŔŰШůĲШƽőĲŰШőĲШċƚťĲĬШůĲШƣŸШƚƣĲƓШƨƓШƣŸШƣőŔƚШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰЯШŉŸƖШőŸũĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШƚƣĲƽċƖĬШǍŸŸůШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚЯШŉŸƖШ
ůċťŔŰŊШůĲШŉĲĲũШũŔťĲШƓċƖƣШŸŉШċШƣĲċůШċŰĬШŉŸƖШċũƽċǃƚШƣċťŔŰŊШůǃШƓőŸŰĲШĦċũũƚЮШfШƽŔũũШŰĲƻĲƖШŉŸƖŊĲƣШőŔƚШůĲŰƣŸƖр
ƚőŔƓЯШfШƓƖŸůŔƚĲШƣŸШĬŸШůǃШƻĲƖǃШĤĲƚƣШŔŰШůǃШƖŸũĲШċƚШċŰШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲЮШ 

fƚċĤĲũũċШxŸƓĲǍШ 

ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲШ 

Annual Report 

Alicia Peterson 

Assistant District Representative ï Washington District 

July1, 2023 ï June 30, 2024 

This association year the Rural Craft from across the country were devastated to hear of the untimely death of 

long-standing member, Monte Hartshorn. With that loss came a shift of responsibility. Reneeô Pitts has ful-

filled the position of District Representative with a strength and skill that all rural carriers should be proud to 

have her leading our craft forward as we navigate what is in the future for rural carriers in the Washington and 

Alaska Districts. Other changes happened this year with the addition of new Area Stewards and Assistant Dis-

trict Representatives. One of those changes was I was offered and accepted the position of Full Time Assistant 

District Representative effective May 4th, 2024. I had no idea the number of hours I would be working in my 

new position, but I vow to continue to work as hard as I can for the rural carriers in Washington. 

During this association year, I have traveled 2,570 miles in my personal vehicle and another 623 miles in a 

rental vehicle. On a couple of occasions District Representative Reneeô Pitts and I have carpooled together to 

reduce costs which has given us the opportunity to discuss various issues while traveling. I had 8 overnight 

stays for traveling to various locations for Regional DR/ADR Training, State Informational Meetings and 

County Meetings. 

Prior to becoming a Full Time ADR, I took a total of 74 days of LWOP and an additional 4 days were taken 

for my official duties on my relief days or while taking annual leave. These days were spent completing vari-

ous tasks including approximately 1,100 phone calls, hundreds of emails, database scanning and uploads, la-

beling and filing, labor/management meetings, meeting preparation and investigation, grievant and witness in-
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terviews, investigative interviews, providing representation during Step 1 discussions, Step 1 & 2 meetings, 

grievance appeals, Day of Reflection sessions and Enhancement trainings. I also have participated in approxi-

mately 24 evening Zoom meetings with WESPAC Executive Committeewoman Jeanette Dwyer, 7 National 

Local Steward evening Zoom meetings, 13 evening Zoom meetings with our District NSS Team & Local 

Stewards, a Zoom meeting with the District Manager & DR/ADR team and 2 USPS Mini Mail Survey Zoom 

Trainings in August and February. I also participated in two in-person Labor/Management Meetings with the 

DR and District Manager. 

I attended the National Convention in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Western States Conference in Cripple Creek, 

Colorado, and State Convention in Spokane. I assisted DR Reneeô Pitts prior to the State Convention in Spo-

kane with a presentation on the Automated Job Bidding Process. I also attended both State Informational 

Meetings held in Tacoma and Spokane.  

Below is a breakdown of my other steward representation activity: 

$1,533,298.72 in monetary awards $1,505,220.72 of that amount is for waived Letters of Demand for exceed-

ing 2240 hours during the guarantee period. $27,675.64 of the total amount of other monetary awards was set-

tled at step 1.  

46 Investigative Interviews 

55 Individual Contractual Grievances 

4 Disciplinary Grievances 

6 Class Action Grievances 

5 Grievances Settled at Step 2 

2 Day of Reflection Meetings 

Thank you to Executive Committeewoman Jeanette Dwyer and the National Board for allowing me the oppor-

tunity to serve as Assistant District Representative of the Washington District and for the tools and training 

you provide me. I want to express my sincere appreciation for the guidance and support of District Representa-

tive Reneeô Pitts. I appreciate the confidence you have placed in me and I am thankful for the knowledge you 

share. Reneeô has been there for me the entire journey of this transition and I have the utmost respect for her. I 

would also like to thank current Area Steward Jeff Taylor. Jeff has been there when Iôve needed to vent and I 

consider him one of my dearest friends. I am excited to continue to work with our newest ADRs Isabell Lopez 

and Dawn Anderson as well as our newest Area Stewards, Dave and Ethan. We are a team and the goal is to 

help each other grow with our skills and knowledge. To the 25 Local and Chief Stewards, and the 10 new ones 

that just completed training this July, THANK YOU!!!! Your hard work and dedication have not gone unno-

ticed. You have some of the toughest jobs in the steward system and it is more important than ever to make the 

employer be financially responsible for the cost when they violate the National Agreement.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alicia Peterson 

Washington Assistant District Representative 
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The 116th Annual Convention of the WARLCA, June 3 -6 2024  

Centennial Hotel, Spokane  

DAY 1, JUNE 3rd: 
The 116th annual WARLCA State Convention 

was called to order at 8:36 a.m. by Convention 
Chair and Region 3 Committeeperson, Delsey 
Reed. Nancy Granish and Christiana Lee pre-
sented the colors, Delsey led the delegation in 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and Sharlene Arras 
gave the invocation. Delsey then presented Pres-
ident Kurt Eckrem with the gavel. Kurt made a 
few opening announcements and remarks, in-
cluding a few corrections to the convention pro-
gram. After finishing his remarks, Kurt then 
called several groups forward for recognition, 
including veterans/active military, retirees, first 
timers, stewards, past and present state officers, 
current county officers, delegates-at-large, acade-
my instructors, OJI trainers, and relief carriers.  
Secretary-Treasurer Lorrie Crow then proceeded 
with roll call at 9:06 a.m. 

Roll Call:  
President - Present 
Vice President - Present 
Region Committeeperson 1 - Present 

Region Committeeperson 2 - Present 
Region Committeeperson 3 - Present 
Region Committeeperson 4 - Present 
North Central - 2 
Peninsula - 3 
Lower Columbia - 7 
Mutual - 12 
Island-Skagit-San Juan - 3 
King -Snohomish - 7 
East Central - 8 
Northeast - 3 
Whatcom - 2 
Whitman -Southeast - 2 
Apple - 3 
Lorrie noted that final totals would be given 

during the Credentials Committee report, and 
then proceeded with the distribution of the 
YEA/NAY cards. Kurt reminded the delegation 
to keep their YEA/NAY cards with them and 
explained how the proceedings would work. A 
motion to accept the standing rules as written 
was passed. 
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CONVENTION STANDING RULES:  
GENERAL  
Rule 1. Each Session shall start at the time announced in the convention program. The Chair may 
make changes to the order of business as may be necessary to expedite proceedings or accommodate 
guest speaker(s). 
Rule 2. The convention shall proceed using Robertõs Rules of Order, Newly Revised (12th Edition) . 
Rule 3. Before a member can make a motion or address the convention, the member must rise and be 
recognized by the Chair, state their name, whether they are a delegate or a non-delegate, and their 
county affiliation. Non -delegates may be recognized and allowed to speak at the discretion of the 
Chair. Only seated delegates shall be allowed to make motions, vote on issues before the assembly, 
and object to unanimous consent. 
Rule 4. There shall be no talking on cell phones, unless expressly authorized. Unauthorized vide-
otaping, recording, or transmission of the convention proceedings is prohibited. Cell phones shall be 
turned off or set to silent.  
Rule 5. The reports of the officers of the WARLCA shall not be read to the delegation. 
VOTING  
Rule 6. Voting on specific issues shall be by using YEA/NAY cards.  
Rule 7. Voting on the election of officers shall be by ballot and, in no case, by acclamation, except by 
unanimous consent. 
DEBATE  
Rule 8. No delegate shall speak in debate more than twice on the same motion. 
Rule 9. No delegate shall speak in debate longer than two (2) minutes on any motion. 
Rule 10. The Chair shall attempt to let the floor alternate, as far as possible, between those favoring 
and those opposing any motion. 
Rule 11. Total time on any resolution and pending secondary motions, including amendments, shall 
not exceed ten (10) minutes. 
Rule 12. If during consideration of a resolution, there is no opposing position presented, the resolu-
tion shall be brought to an immediate vote.  
Rule 13. The limit on total time may be extended on any resolution by a majority vote.  
Rule 14. No delegate while speaking in debate to a motion may move the previous question. 
RESOLUTIONS  
Rule 15. Resolutions will be segregated as advisory in nature or binding on the state or national 
board. (A binding resolution is defined as the state or national board having the full and sole au-
thority to implement.) Resolutions shall be read and be adopted at the sound of the gavel, unless 
there is an objection by a delegate. The delegate objecting to the resolution shall state their name and 
county affiliation.  
Rule 16. All resolutions objected to shall be brought before the delegates for consideration after all 
resolutions have been presented. The delegate who objected to the resolution shall be allowed to 
present their argument or call for clarification at the first reading. The delegate -at-large for the coun-
ty of origin or a designee shall be allowed to present the first arguments for the resolution.  
Rule 17. Amendments shall only be permitted on binding resolutions.  
CAMPAIGNING  
Rule 18. Campaign materials may be distributed outside and near the entrance to the convention 
floor. Any campaigning including distribution of campaign material shall not be disruptive to the 
conduct of the business of the Association. Members of the tellers and sergeant-at-arms committees, 
while on duty during elections, shall not display campaign materials.  
Rule 19. After nominations are closed for each officer position, and prior to voting, each candidate 
shall receive up to four (4) minutes at the podium to address the delegates. 
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Rule 20. Five (5) minutes per candidate per officer position will be allowed for questions by the dele-
gates. Each question shall be limited to one minute. Responses by candidates shall be limited to two 
minutes per question. No delegate may ask a second question while other delegates are waiting in 
line. No delegate may ask more than two questions per candidate per officer position.  
RULES 
Rule 21. These standing rules shall be in effect throughout the convention unless suspended or 
amended by a two-thirds vote of the delegates. 

A motion was made to hear resolutions and 
constitution changes from the floor during new 
business, which passed. State Political Action 
Committee Chair Dawn Ayers gave a PAC 

presentation. Kurt then went over the various 
committee assignments and answered related 
questions. A motion was then made to dispense 
with the reading of the officersõ reports, which 

also passed. 
The Election Committee was called for-

ward and chair Sharlene Arras gave their re-
port. Several questions were answered, and 
clarifications made. It was noted that there 
was an approximate 10% return rate for na-
tional delegate ballots. Secretary-Treasurer 
Lorrie Crow then explained the national del-
egate election procedures. After a few an-
nouncements, the convention went on break 
at 9:54 a.m. 

The convention was called back to order 
at 10:15 a.m. Roll call was taken with all offic-
ers and delegates present. Kurt introduced 
Trisha Adams, Spokane Postmaster, who ad-
dressed the delegation. She spoke about sev-
eral topics, including hiring retention and 
management training, and answered a few 
questions. 

Kurt next introduced NRLCA President 
Don Maston. Don began his presentation 
covering a range of topics including safety, 
legislative issues, union leadership, social 
media, improved relations with other postal 
unions, S&DCs, collective bargaining, and 
RRECS. The presentation was to be contin-
ued on Tuesday morning. After Kurt made a 
few quick announcements, the convention 
broke for lunch at 12:06 p.m. 

ELECTION COMMITTEE REPORT:  

 

DELEGATE  
ORDER  

 
 NAME  

TOTAL  
VOTES  

1 Reneeõ Pitts 156 

2 Dawn Ayers  129 

3 Alicia Peterson 121 

4 Isabella Lopez 115 

5 Lorrie Crow  109 

6 Kurt Eckrem  108 

7 Rebecca Wendlandt 101 

8 Jeffrey Taylor 97 

9 Rebecca Pike 91 

10 Charles Alexander 89 

11 Levi Hanson  86 

12 Kristen Mckee* 82 

13 Estee Javiniar* 82 

14 Kristine Skewis*  82 

15 Kristian Granish  80 

16 James Folk* 73 

17 Christiana Lee* 73 

18 Susan Durgan 72 

19 Susie Hill  71 

20 Aron Godfrey*  70 

21 Brian Poage* 70 

22 Delsey Reed 68 

23 Angela Thelen 64 

24 Bryan Potter 63 

25 Jack Stewart Jr 61 

26 Philip Bergman  59 

27 Ashley Weissenfluh  58 

28 Kristina Jones 56 

29 David Blackmer  54 

30 Lyndee White  52 

31 James Arvin 48 

*In the event of a tie, the position will be de-
termined by random drawing of names then 
listed in order drawn. All ties were broken 
by the proper protocol and all results were 
verified and documented. As state presi-
dent, Dawn Ayers would be delegate -at-
large. 
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The convention was called back to order at 
1:08 p.m. Roll call was taken and all delegates 
were present. Kurt introduced Wendy Averett 
representing the Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP). She played a song then spoke about the 
stages of grief and loss ð a very relevant topic 
this year. She also noted that she had moved to 
the Idaho-Montana-Oregon District, so this was 
to be her last WARLCA convention. She then 
said goodbye to everyone. 

At 1:29 p.m., Kurt introduced Mary Alice 
Binder representing NARFE (National Active 
and Retired Federal Employees). She addressed 
the delegation speaking about NARFE as well as 
some upcoming changes with the implementa-
tion of the PSHB (Postal Service Health Benefits 
plan). She also answered questions. 

At 1:45 p.m., Kurt introduced Michelle Wertz 
from the National Auxiliary. She also addressed 
the delegation, speaking about the purpose of 
the auxiliary and this yearõs programs and pro-
jects. She also strongly encouraged the members 
to become active and get our state auxiliary go-
ing again. 

At 2:02 p.m., Kurt introduced Washington 
District Representative Reneeõ Pitts. She gave a 
route adjustment training presentation. She fol-
lowed with a question -and-answer session. 

At 2:49 p.m., Kurt proposed moving the fu-
ture state convention reports to Tuesday morn-
ing to stay on schedule. There was no objection. 
Locations of committee meetings were an-
nounced. PAC Chair Dawn Ayers gave a PAC 
update and after a few last announcements, the 
convention adjourned for committee work ses-
sions at 3:02 p.m. 

 
DAY 2, JUNE 4th: 

President Kurt Eckrem called the convention 
back to order at 8:02 a.m. Roll call was taken 
with all officers and delegates present except 
those breaking down the room that was used for 
the memorial service. It was also noted that one 
King -Snohomish delegate had to return home 
due to illness. Kurt went over the schedule mod-
ifications for the dayõs proceedings, and Dawn 
gave a PAC update. 

The Credentials Committee was called for-
ward at 8:10 a.m. to give their report. Chair Kris 
Skewis introduced the members of her commit-
tee and gave the report. There was a minor issue 
with one delegateõs credentials, which was due 
to an oversight and quickly corrected. The com-
mittee moved that the delegate in question be 
seated, and the motion passed. The committee 
then made a motion to accept their report and 
seat all delegates. There were no questions and 
the motion to accept the report passed. The com-
mittee was then dismissed with our thanks.  

At 8:22 a.m., the Mileage and Per Diem Com-
mittee was called forward to give their prelimi-
nary report. Chair Bryan Potter introduced the 
members of the committee and presented the re-
port. Bryan noted several corrections that would 
be made for the final report. Several delegates 
came forward with questions and clarifications 
for the committee. Bryan asked that everyone get 
their corrections to the committee as soon as pos-
sible. 

.ÁÎÃÙ 'ÒÁÎÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÁ ,ÅÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

$ÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
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# COUNTY NAME  DELEGATE -AT -
LARGE  

TOTAL  
MEMBERS  

TOTAL POSSIBLE  
VOTES &ШDELEGATES  

TOTAL  
DELEGATES SEATED  

001 North Central  Benjamin 
Domshot 

65 13 2 

003 Peninsula Janet Mastelino 196 39 3 

005 Lower Columbia  Estee Javiniar 220 44 7 

006 Mutual  Kristian Granish  380 76 12 

010 Island-Skagit-San 
Juan 

Valerie Supinski  131 26 3 

011 King -Snohomish Duane Johnson 416 83 7 

013 East Central Delsey Reed 202 40 8 

014 Northeast Laura Martin  44 9 3 

015 Whatcom Philip Bergman  133 27 2 

016 Whitman -
Southeast 

Jim Hemrich  55 11 2 

017 Apple Valley  Joyce Patteson 199 40 3 

  Total for Counties:    2,041 408 52 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT:  

At 8:27 a.m., National President Don Maston 
came forward to continue with his presentation. 
Topics covered this morning included eOPF be-
ing available on LiteBlue again, updated materi-
als for rural academy training, rural delivery sta-
tistics, route adjustments, overburdened routes, 
membership statistics, union financials, and the 
RCAM. After a few brief announcements, the 
convention went on break at 9:46 a.m. 

The convention was called back to order at 
10:07 a.m. Roll call was taken with all officers 
and delegates present. National President Don 
Maston returned to the podium to continue with 
his presentation. Topics covered during this part 
of the presentation included new delivery vehi-
cles, upcoming national conventions, labor rela-
tions statistics, and National Steward System sta-
tistics. The presentation ended at 10:54 a.m. and 
Don then proceeded with a question-and-answer 
session. Don made a few closing remarks and 
finished at 11:28 a.m. 

Next, Region Committeeperson 1 Isa Lopez 
gave a presentation on the upcoming 2025 State 
Convention. It will be held in Bellingham, at the 
Best Western Hotel, and the room rate is $139 
per night. The convention will be held June 22nd-
24th. She then answered a few questions. Region 
Committeeperson 4 Brian Poage and Region 
Committeeperson 2 Estee Javiniar both spoke 
briefly about the 2026 and 2027 conventions re-

spectively. 
At 11:41 a.m. the Nominating Committee 

came forward to give their report. Chair Reneeõ 
Pitts introduced the members of the committee 
and gave the report. Nominations at that time 
were as follows: 
President:   Dawn Ayers  
Vice President: David Blackmer  
Secretary-Treasurer: Lorrie Crow, Kris Skewis  
Region 2 Committeeperson: Estee Javiniar 
Region 4 Committeeperson: Dawn Ander-
son 

The committee moved that the report of the 
nominating committee be accepted. The motion 
passed and the committee was dismissed with 
our thanks. Dawn Ayers announced to the dele-
gation that we finally had a State Auxiliary 
Board after several years of work. At 11:47 a.m., 
the convention broke for lunch.  

The convention was called back to order at 
1:03 p.m. Roll call was taken. A few delegates 
and Region Committeeperson 3 were dealing 
with other business but returned a short time lat-
er. 

At 1:07 p.m., Alicia Peterson gave a legisla-
tive update. She reminded the delegation of the 
importance of contacting their legislators regard-
ing current legislative issues. She also spoke 
about the legislative seminar she and Kurt at-
tended earlier in the spring. Don Maston an-
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swered a question about getting the òProtect our 
Letter Carriersó shirts locally. At 1:26 p.m., Low-
er Columbia now had all seven delegates present 
at this time and Mutual also had all 12 delegates 
present. 

Shortly after, the Finance Committee was 
called forward to present their preliminary re-
port. Chair Aron Godfrey presented the report. 
A motion was made for the report not to be read 
out in full, to which there was no objection. After 
giving the delegation a few minutes to read their 
recommendations, the committee moved that 
money returned to the county units be funded at 
$0.75/member, per meeting for up to four yearly 
meetings. The motion passed. The committee al-
so recommended that itemized website expenses 
be included in the finance committee folder, and 
that past finance committee reports be included 
in the folder. The committee finished their report 
but was not dismissed at this time.  

At 1:35 p.m., the Audit Committee gave their 
report. Chair Levi Hanson introduced the mem-
bers of the committee and presented the report. 
The records were in good order, however, the 
committee recommended that a new CPA be 
found to conduct the annual review as the cur-
rent one is behind more than a year. They also 
recommended that all board members ensure 
that 3971s are attached to vouchers. Several 
questions were asked by the delegates, which 
were answered by Levi and Secretary-Treasurer 
Lorrie Crow. The committee moved that the re-
port be accepted, which passed, and the commit-
tee be dismissed with our thanks. 

At 1:43 PM the Communications Committee 
came forward. Chair Philip Bergman presented 
the report. The committee made several com-
mendations and recommendations regarding the 
newsletter Washington Rural Carrier (WRC), 
email updates, WARLCA website, WARLCA Fa-
cebook page, and other possibilities, such as text 
alerts and Instagram. Several questions were 
asked, and comments made about the report. Af-
ter finishing the report, they moved that the re-
port be accepted, which passed, and the commit-
tee was dismissed with our thanks. Secretary-
Treasurer Lorrie spoke briefly about the im-

portance of contacting them for any address 
changes etc. Kurt also made a few announce-
ments and clarifications. 

At 2:13 PM Alicia Peterson spoke briefly 
about an article on mentoring new members and 
reminded the delegation that they need to do 
everything they can. Jim Hemrich commented 
that the chair of a committee should be someone 
who had been on that committee in previous 
years. Kurt answered that he did that when pos-
sible. At 2:16 p.m., Region Committeeperson 3 
Delsey Reed gave information on the banquet 
that night.  

At 2:20 p.m., PAC Chair Dawn Ayers pre-
sented the PAC Committee report and intro-
duced the members of her committee. She went 
over a few recommendations and answered a 
few questions. There was to be a further PAC 
update before the close of business session. 

At 2:26 p.m., the Mileage and Per Diem Com-
mittee came forward to give their first final re-
port. There were a few more discrepancies noted 
by several delegates. There was a fair amount of 
discussion on how the mileage driven is deter-
mined. There was to be one more report after the 
discrepancies noted were corrected. 

At 2:39 p.m., the Constitution Committee 
came forward to present their report. Kurt ex-
plained that constitution changes passed would 
be effective at the close of the convention. Chair 
Susan Durgan then made a motion to dispense 
with the reading of the current language. There 
was quite a bit of discussion on the numbering of 
the proposed changes, and some confusion 
about the intent of the motion. The motion failed 
and the current language was to be read. There 
was a printing error with the two resolutions be-
ing included with the constitution changes. Cor-
rections were made, and they would be dealt 
with by the Resolutions Committee. As a result, 
#1 and #7 were moved to Resolutions and the 
Constitution Changes started with #2. Between 
discussion of #2 and #3, there were some issues 
noted with the printing of the final mileage and 
per diem report.  
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CONSTITUTION CHANGES:  
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #2: ADOPTED  

Article VI, Section 3, Paragraph B 
Be it Resolved: 
The WARLCA shall pay a State Convention allowance of $400 to each county credentialed delegate who 

fulfills the responsibilities identified in Article VI Section 2.B or 2.C of the WARCLA Constitution, provided 
that this shall in no way increase the total number of delegates to which each county unit is entitled, and also 
in compliance with Section 3.C of Article VI of the WARLCA Constitution concerning mileage and allowance. 

 
This change was adopted after extensive debate. 
 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #3: ADOPTED 
Article V, Section 1, Paragraph A 
Be it Resolved: 
The officers of the WARLCA shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and four (4) 

Region Committeepersons who shall be elected at the State Convention and serve two (2) years, or until their 
successors are elected and installed. 

This change was adopted as amended. The amendment was made to clean up the stricken lan-
guage and a scrivenerõs error was also corrected. It is presented here as passed. 

 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #4: NOT CONSIDERED 

This change was not considered by vote of the delegates. It was submitted improperly without 
the county unit secretaryõs signature. 

 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #5: NOT CONSIDERED 

This change was not considered by vote of the delegates. It was a County Unit constitution 
change and should not have been presented at the state level. 

 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #6: FAILED  

Article III, Section 5, Paragraph D 
Be it Resolved: 
Delete all of Paragraph D. Family Plan 
This change failed after extensive debate. 

After presenting the changes, the committee 
was then thanked for their hard work and dis-
missed. The convention went on break at 3:39 
p.m. after a quick PAC update. 

The convention was called back to order at 
4:02 p.m. Roll call was taken. All officers and del-
egates were present. The Mileage and Per Diem 
Committee was called forward at 4:04 p.m. to 
give their corrected final report. Chair Bryan Pot-
ter explained that this was the final report of the 
committee. A question was raised asking about 
the total compensation for all delegates, and the 
committee agreed to give totals for each column. 
The committee was then dismissed with our 
thanks. 

+ÕÒÔ %ÃËÒÅÍ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ (ÁÐÐÙ 

ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔȟ +ÕÒÔȦ ,ÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÒÉÇÈÔ Ïǟ 

ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎÓÅÔȢ 



7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 2ÕÒÁÌ #ÁÒÒÉÅÒ ɂ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ΨΦΨΪ 

 Ψί 

NAME  MILES  MILEAGE  TOLL/FERRY  PER DIEM  TOTAL  TITLE  

Anderson, Dawn  306 $205.02   $250.00 $455.02 Delegate 

Arras, Sharlene 684 $458.28   $250.00 $708.28 Delegate 

Arvin, James 38 $25.46   $250.00 $275.46 Delegate 

Aumack, Deborah  724 $485.08   $250.00 $735.08 Delegate 

Ayers, Dawn  632 $423.44   $250.00 $673.44 PAC Chair  

Barney, Jacqui 57 $38.06   $250.00 $288.06 Delegate 

Bergman, Philip  720 $482.40   $250.00 $732.40 Delegate-at-Large 

Berg, Jennifer 748 $501.16   $250.00 $751.16 Delegate 

Blackmer, David  592 $396.64   $250.00 $646.64 Delegate 

Byars, Amber 11 $7.25   $250.00 $257.24 Delegate 

Crow, Lorrie  126 $84.42   $250.00 $334.42 Secretary-Treasurer 

Domschot, Benjamin 322 $215.74   $250.00 $465.74 Delegate-at-Large 

Durgan, Susan 792 $530.64   $250.00 $780.64 Delegate-at-Large 

Eckrem, Kurt  600 $402.00   $250.00 $652.00 President 

Fazzino, Stella 646 $432.82   $250.00 $682.82 Delegate 

Folk, James 652 $436.84   $250.00 $686.84 Delegate 

Godfrey, Aron  750 $502.50   $250.00 $752.50 Delegate 

Granish, Nancy 510 $341.70   $250.00 $591.70 Delegate 

Granish, Kristian  506 $339.02   $250.00 $589.02 Delegate-at-Large 

Greer, Todd 40 $26.53 $16.35 $250.00 $292.88 Delegate 

Gurwell, Danielle  662 $443.43 $35.00 $250.00 $728.54 Delegate 

Hamilton, David  770 $515.90   $250.00 $765.90 Delegate 

Hanson, Levi           Delegate 

Hemrich, Jim 132 $88.44   $250.00 $338.44 Delegate-at-Large 

Hill, Susie 592 $396.64 $18.08 $250.00 $664.72 Delegate 

Hull, Emily  628 $420.76   $250.00 $670.76 Delegate 

Javiniar, Estee 716 $479.72   $250.00 $729.72 Delegate-at-Large/RCP2  

Johnson, Duane 676 $452.92   $250.00 $702.92 Delegate-at-Large 

Jones, Kristina 700 $469.00   $250.00 $719.00 Delegate 

Latch, Shira 82 $54.94   $250.00 $304.94 Delegate 

Lee, Christiana 630 $422.10   $250.00 $672.10 Delegate 

Levitt (Benson), Lisa           Delegate 

Lopez, Isa 602 $403.34   $250.00 $653.34 Delegate/RCP1 

Martin, Laura  150 $100.50   $250.00 $350.50 Delegate-at-Large 

McKee, Kristy  614 $411.38   $250.00 $661.38 Delegate 

Milliron, Katre  322 $215.74   $250.00 $465.74 Delegate 

Muresan, Magda 714 $478.83   $250.00 $728.38 Delegate 

Patteson, Joyce 414 $277.38   $250.00 $527.38 Delegate-at-Large 

Pearson, Maricel 706 $473.02   $250.00 $723.02 Delegate 

Peterson, Alicia 606 $406.02   $250.00 $656.02 Delegate 

Poage, Brian 392 $262.64   $250.00 $512.64 Delegate/RCP4 

Potter, Bryan 732 $490.44   $250.00 $740.44 Delegate 

Reed, Delsey 56 $37.52   $250.00 $287.52 Delegate-at-Large/RCP3  

Skewis, Kris 650 $435.50   $250.00 $685.50 Delegate 

Stephens, Sara 678 $454.26 $35.00 $250.00 $739.26 Delegate 

Stewart, Jack 23 $15.14   $250.00 $265.14 Delegate 

Supinski, Valarie  720 $482.40   $250.00 $732.40 Delegate-at-Large 

Thelen, Angela 572 $383.24   $250.00 $633.24 Delegate 

Townsend, Sarah 312 $209.04   $250.00 $459.04 Delegate 

Walker, Melvin  766 $513.22   $250.00 $763.22 Delegate 

White, Lyndee  7 $4.69   $250.00 $763.22 Delegate 

TOTAL    $16,132.80 $104.43 $12,250.00 $28,487.22   

2024 MILEAGE AND PER DIEM REPORT  
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As of the convention, the current IRS mileage 
rate was $0.67. Lisa (Benson) Levitt and Levi 
Hanson both had to leave the convention early 
and forfeited their delegate pay.  

At 4:09 p.m., the Resolutions Committee was 
called forward to give their report. Chair Kris-

tian Granish introduced the members of the 
committee and presented the resolutions. North-
east County Unit asked for Resolution #2 to be 
withdrawn, which was done without objection. 
Kristian then gave clarification on the binding 
status of Resolution #1. 

RESOLUTIONS:  
Submitted by Mutual County  

1. Binding.  FAILED after debate and vote. 
Whereas: We have a Washington state member on the National Board and the position is elected yearly. 
Be it Resolved: The WARLCA board member, who scheduled the WARLCA group picture at National 

Convention, will Not schedule the WARLCA group picture for the afternoon/evening of the National Conven-
tion Caucus Day. 

Intent:  The WARLCA memberõs handling the campaign for a member running for National Board posi-
tion are working hard and juggling many things during the National Convention preparing for the election 
and caucus night, to adda group picture on this day and try to incorporate a picture, which could be scheduled 
for 3 other days, int this day is unreasonable. 
 
Submitted by Northeast County:  

2. Non-Binding.  WITHDRAWN by originating county unit without objection.  
Whereas: there is no difference taken into account for road surface only distance 
Be it Resolved: that a different time standard should be adopted for gravel, dirt and paved roads. 

Kristian made a few short remarks, and with-
out objection, the committee was then dismissed 
with our thanks. Dawn came up for PAC draw-
ings and a final update of the day. A few final 
announcements were made, and the convention 
adjourned for the evening at 4:39 p.m. 

 
DAY 3, JUNE 5th: 
The convention was called back to order at 

8:02 a.m. Roll call was taken, all officers and del-
egates were present, however it was noted that 
another delegate, this time from East Central, 
had to return home early. A couple of announce-
ments were made and at 8:07 a.m., the Finance 
Committee came forward to present their final 
report. There were no changes to the preliminary 

report and the committee moved that the report 
be accepted and to be dismissed with our thanks. 
There were no questions from the floor and the 
committee was dismissed. Dawn gave a PAC up-
date. 

At 8:11 a.m., Kurt presented the Member of 
the Year award. He went over the criteria and 
purpose of the award. The winner of the 
WARLCA Member of the Year for 2024 was 
Dawn Ayers. Dawn then came to the podium to 
accept the award and thank everyone, giving a 
short acceptance speech. 

At 8:17 a.m., we started new business. First 
up were resolutions and constitution changes 
from the floor, of which there was one.  

CONSTITUTION CHANGES FROM THE FLOOR:  
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION CHANGE #1: FAILED  

Article IV, Section I 
Be it Resolved: G. The County Unit Secretary-Treasurer shall submit all permanent records 5 years or old-

er to the state Secretary-Treasurer for safe keeping 
This change failed after extensive debate. 
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At 8:41 a.m., the convention went on an ex-
tended break to allow delegates to check out of 
the hotel before elections began. The convention 
was called back to order at 9:16 a.m. A few an-
nouncements were made and roll call was taken. 
All officers and delegates were present. The PAC 
raffle drawings and live auction were done next 
and after those concluded, we proceeded with 
state officer elections. 

The Tellers Committee was called forward 
and chair James Arvin introduced the members 
of his committee. It took a few minutes to get the 
details worked out on the voting location. Once 
that was taken care of, Kurt explained the proce-
dures for nominations from the floor, candidate 
forum, voting rules, and voting procedures.  

Dawn Ayers was nominated for the position 
of WARLCA President. There were no other 
nominations and Dawn Ayers was elected by 
unanimous consent. She addressed the delega-
tion and gave a short acceptance speech, thank-
ing everyone for their support.  

David Blackmer was nominated for the posi-
tion of WARCLA Vice President. Philip Bergman 
was nominated from the floor; however, he de-
clined the nomination. There were no other nom-
inations from the floor and David Blackmer was 
elected by unanimous consent. He addressed the 
delegation and gave a short acceptance speech. 

He thanked everyone for their support, especial-
ly Monte Hartshorn.  

Kris Skewis and Lorrie Crow were nominat-
ed for the position of WARLCA Secretary -
Treasurer. There were no other nominations 
from the floor. Kurt gave a quick clarification on 
the candidate forum. Jim Hemrich moved to 
amend the convention standing rules regarding 
elections, but that was ruled out of order. The 
candidate forum then began, with Kris speaking 
first and Lorrie speaking second. The floor was 
then opened for candidate questions. The Q&A 
continued for the full 10 minutes. Kurt answered 
several questions regarding voting procedures. 
The election began and while the votes were be-
ing counted, Kurt recognized all past recipients 
of the Member of the Year award. 

The results were 52 ballots prepared and 50 
ballots cast. The results were Kris Skewis 23 and 
Lorrie Crow 27. Lorrie Crow was elected 
WARLCA Secretary-Treasurer. Both candidates 
gave short remarks. Jim Hemrich made a brief 
comment about the election. 

Estee Javiniar was nominated for the position 
of WARLCA Region Committeeperson 2. There 
were no other nominations from the floor and 
Estee Javiniar was elected by unanimous con-
sent. She made a short thank you remark to the 
delegation. 

4ÈÅ ΨΦΨΪ-ΨΦΨΫ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7!2,#!ȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ Ψ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÐÅÒÓÏÎ %ÓÔÅÅ *ÁÖÉÎÉÁÒȟ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ 
Χ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÐÅÒÓÏÎ )ÓÁ ,ÏÐÅÚȟ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ $ÁÖÅ "ÌÁÃËÍÅÒȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ $Á×Î !ÙÅÒÓȟ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ-4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 
,ÏÒÒÉÅ #ÒÏ×ȟ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ Ω #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÐÅÒÓÏÎ $ÅÌÓÅÙ 2ÅÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ Ϊ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÐÅÒÓÏÎ $Á×Î !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎȢ 
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Dawn Anderson was nominated for 
the position of WARLCA Region Com-
mitteeperson 4. There were no other 
nominations from the floor and Dawn 
Anderson was elected by unanimous 
consent. She also gave a short thank you 
remark to the delegation. 

PAC Chair Dawn Ayers came for-
ward at 10:58 a.m. to do the final raffle 
drawings. Kristian Granish asked a 
question regarding delegate pay for the 
two delegates that had to leave early. 
Clarification was given that both of 
those delegates forfeited their pay ac-
cording to the rules. Dawn also passed 
out all of the silent auction items to the 
winners.  

Lorrie Crow moved that the two delegates 
that left early to be paid their mileage and 1/3 
per diem for each day attended, rounded up to 
the nearest dollar. Lisa Levitt would be paid one 
day per diem plus mileage and Levi Hanson two 
days per diem plus mileage. Some clarification 
was given by Don Maston stating that it would 
only take a majority vote. The motion failed after 
extensive debate and neither delegate received 
any delegate pay. Don also made a further clari-
fication about the 2/3 versus majority vote.  

At 11:19 AM, Alicia Peterson gave a quick 
legislative update. There was no other new busi-
ness. Kurt dismissed all remaining standing 

committees with our thanks. The delegates-at-
large collected all YEA/NAY cards, turned them 
in to the secretary-treasurer, and distributed the 
delegate checks. It was announced that PAC 
reached its goal of $8,000 raised at the conven-
tion.  

At 11:23 a.m., Don Maston installed the 2024-
25 WARLCA State Officers. There were a few 
final announcements, including a final PAC re-
port. The LLV organization gift basket was cho-
sen as the best county unit basket. The colors 
were retired and the 116th WARLCA State Con-
vention was adjourned at 11:36 a.m. 

Caught on Cam @ Convention...  

-ÏÎÔÅȭÓ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÆÅÌÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÅÁÒÔÉÌÙ ÂÙ ÁÌÌȢ (ÉÓ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÁÒÙ ÓÅÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÁÃË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÍ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍȢ 

2ÏÁÒÉÎÇ ȬΨΦÓ ÔÈÅÍÅÄ ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ 

wŜƭƛŜŦ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΗ {ƘƛǊŀ [ŀǘŎƘΣ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ 5ƻƳǎŎƘƻǘΣ 

9Ƴƛƭȅ Iǳƭƭ 



7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 2ÕÒÁÌ #ÁÒÒÉÅÒ ɂ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ΨΦΨΪ 

 ΩΩ 

Trainers; Our Unsung Heroes, Those Who Go The Extra Mile To Teach 
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