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WARLCA State Board  
& Appointed Officers  

 
President 

Dawn Ayers  
32817 28th Ave S 

Roy WA 98580-7606 
(253) 468-2119 

president@warlca.org 
 

Vice President & Legislative Director 
Dave Blackmer 
PO Box 13923 

Mill Creek WA 98082-1923 
vice-president@warlca.org 

 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Lorrie Crow  
1208A Slide Creek Rd 

Colville WA 99114-8766 
(509) 675-0397 

secretary-treasurer@warlca.org 
 

Region 1 Committeeperson & Webmaster 
Isa Lopez 
PO Box 63 

Lake Stevens WA 98258-0063 
(425) 417-2700 

rcp1@warlca.org 
 

Region 2 Committeeperson 
Estee Javiniar 

5305 NE 48th Ave 
Vancouver WA 98661-7801 

(808) 554-3065 
rcp2@warlca.org 

 
Region 3 Committeeperson 

Delsey Reed 
3709 N Greensferry Rd 
Post Falls ID 38354-5968 

(208) 964-0137 
rcp3@warlca.org 

 
Region 4 Committeeperson 

Dawn Anderson  
PO Box 72 

Benton City WA 99320-0072 
rcp4@warlca.org 

 
Editor 

Lisa Levitt  
PO Box 792 

Marysville WA 98270-0792 
(425) 359-2462 

warlcaeditor@outlook.com 
 

PAC Chair 
Christiana Lee 
(253) 254-4495 

pac.warlca@outlook.com 
 

Historian 
Kurt Eckrem  

(425) 760-6879 
kurteckrem@hotmail.com 

District Representative 
Reneeõ Pitts 
PO Box 1795 

Orting WA 98360-1795 
(509) 315-7012 

(texting not available)  
renee.pitts@nrlca.org 

Assistant District Representatives 

NRLCA Stewards  

Alicia Peterson (FT) 
PO Box 471 

Graham WA 98338-0471 
(253) 208-3344  

(texting not available)  
alicia.peterson@nrlca.org 

 
Dawn Anderson (PT)  

PO Box 72 
Benton City, WA 99320-0072 

(775) 516-2560 
(texting not available)  

dawn.anderson@nrlca.org 

Isa Lopez (PT) 
PO Box 63 

Lake Stevens WA 98258-0063 
(425) 760-9416 

(texting not available)  
isabell.lopez@nrcla.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Area Stewards 

Dawn Ayers  
32817 28th Ave S 

Roy WA 98580-7606 
(253) 468-2119 

(texting not available)  
dawn.ayers@nrlca.org 

 
Dave Blackmer 
PO Box 13923 

Mill Creek WA 98082-1923 
(425) 876-8501 

(texting not available)  
david.blackmer@nrlca.org 

Tina McKay 
1541 Campbell Rd 

Wapato WA 98951-9555 
(509) 307-0027 

(texting not available)  
tina.mccay@nrlca.org 

 
Ethan Whitney  

PO Box 703 
Greenacres WA 99016-0703 

(509) 891-2567 
(texting not available)  

ethan.whitney@nrlca.org 
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Sign Up For Email Updates!  
Need to know when the next training seminars are? Find out about    
upcoming political actions. Get news on contests and promotions!  
Hereõs how: 
1. Open your email program. Or, scan the QR code with your smart 
phone. 
2. Send an email to webmaster@warlca.org 
3. Include the following in your email:  
 Name 
 Office 
 Designation (Regular, Relief, Retired) 
 County Unit  
 Local Steward? (Yes/No)  
4. You will receive a confirmation email.  
5. Once your membership is verified, you will receive a confirmation 
email. 
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#ÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ÏÆ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÖÉÁ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÔÏ ×ÁÒÌÃÁÅÄÉÔÏÒΆÏÕÔÌÏÏËȢÃÏÍȢ 4ÈÅ 7!2#,! "ÏÁÒÄ 
ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÅÄÉÔ ÏÒ ÏÍÉÔ ÔÅØÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎȤ
ÆÏÒÍ ÔÏ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÁÉÎÔÓȢ ,ÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ 
ÎÁÍÅȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȢ #ÏÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÖÅÒÉÆÉÅÄ .2,#! 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 3ÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ )Æ ÐÒÉÎÔȤ
ÅÄȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÅØȤ
ÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÕÃÈ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÅ×Ó 
ÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

Happy Veteransô Day!  

You knew of the existence of the NRLCA Armed Forces Veter-

ans Club, but did you know that Washington now also has a 

chapter? For more information, see page 15! 
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National Convention Overview  

"Ù $Á×Î !ÙÅÒÓȟ 7!2,#! 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

The 118th Convention of the National Rural 
Letter Carriersõ Association was held August 27th

-30th, 2024, in Reno, Nevada. There were 20 reg-
ular delegates and no alternate delegates from 
Washington State in attendance. Seven of those 
regular delegates were first timers! Unfortunate-
ly, we were entitled to 21 delegates and one paid 
alternate. I am pleased to report this year that we 
had two non -delegates in attendance, and I want 
to personally thank them for attending the Con-
vention without compensation. Way to go, Jim 
Hemrich and Katre Milliron and thank you Katre 
for helping with PAC duties for our state!  

While the Convention always officially be-
gins on Tuesdays, there are events, meetings, 
and seminars available to the attendees on Mon-
day and Tuesday evening as 
well. A wealth of knowledge 
is available to anyone who 
wants to attend the one re-
quired seminar or as many 
seminars as they can squeeze 
into their days. Information-
al seminars were available 
on legislative issues, Thrift 
Savings Plan (TSP), Office of 
Workersõ Compensation Pro-
grams (OWCP), automobile 
insurance from National 
General (NRLCA vehicle in-
surance), rural carrier acade-
mies, health insurance pro-
grams, pre- and post-
retirement, and retirement 
financial planning for the 
Federal Employee Retire-
ment System (FERS) and a 
State of the Union address 
from the NRLCA President, 
Don Maston. There is also a 

First Timers Seminar to go over what to expect 
as a first-time delegate to the National Conven-
tion that is lead by a past National Officer. The 
legal seminar that is always held on Monday 
evening turned into a first for many of us. In-
stead, our National Board turned the legal semi-
nar into a rally at the City Plaza. Three bus loads 
of union members poured into the Plaza along-
side our brothers, sisters, and siblings of the 
NALC and their President, Brian Renfroe, along 
with our NRLCA President, Don Maston. We 
were all there to call for the passage of the 
òProtect Our Letter Carriers Actó which is the 
bipartisan bill designed to address the escalating 
violence faced by postal workers. News crews 
were present during this event, and we even 

made the evening news in 
Reno. It was an experience I 
was proud to take part in 
alongside all the Washington 
carriers that attended the 
convention. 

As President of the 
WARLCA, I was the Dele-
gate-at-Large for this Con-
vention and as such, I had 
the honor of carrying the 
Washington State flag dur-
ing the òParade of Statesó. 
We had the privilege of hear-
ing PMG Louis DeJoy speak 
Tuesday morning. He spoke 
on his òDelivering for Amer-
icaó plan and the implemen-
tation of the new vehicles 
being built. Unlike last year, 
he did not take the time to 
answer any questions from 
the delegation. Brian Ren-
froe, the President of the 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ $Á×Î !ÙÅÒÓ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ ǨÁÇ 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÁÄÅ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ 
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NALC, was there to deliver a response after the 
PMG. Tuesday, being mostly a pomp and cir-
cumstance day, many awards were given on that 
day. I was humbled to accept the Outstanding 
Member of the Year Award along with the Per 
Capita and Aggregate Award for PAC for Wash-
ington State. 

 It was also my responsibility to work on a 
committee during the convention. President Don 
Maston appointed me Chair of the Wednesday 
Sergeant-at-Arms Committee. It was a new expe-
rience for me as I had never been on a committee 
at National Convention, but it seemed to go 
smoothly. Wednesday started off with the 
presentation of the William Peer Scholarship for 
outstanding stewards and then nominations for 
National Office. It was 
my pleasure to nominate 
Patrick Pitts for the posi-
tion of Vice President 
this year. In the after-
noon, we started with 
the meat and potatoes of 
convention, the constitu-
tion and resolution reports. There were few con-
stitution changes submitted, but there were al-
most 400 resolutions. I was proud to see a few of 
our state's delegates stand up at the microphone 
to speak on the issues at hand. Wednesday even-
ing was the normally scheduled banquet which 
brought delicious food and great company.  

Thursday, we continued with constitutions 
and resolutions which consumed the entirety of 
the day. Once again, the biennial convention was 
brought forth and once again it did not pass. We 
then adjourned to ready ourselves for an even-
ing of caucuses. As campaign manager for Pat-

rick Pitts, several Washington, Oregon, and Wy-
oming delegates along with myself and Patrick 
and Reneeõs family walked to each caucus so 
that Patrick and the other candidates could 
speak with each of the eleven caucus groups. It 
was a long and grueling night that ended close 
to 11 p.m. for all involved, candidates, support-
ers, and delegates attending the caucuses. 

We woke early to call to order on Friday 
morning to begin the work of the day which 
started as always with the election of our nation-
al officers. Throughout the election process, 
while awaiting results, we worked on resolu-
tions as we still had a far few to go through. The 
elections continued well into the afternoon until 
the beginning of the evening. The new NRLCA 

Board consists of Presi-
dent, Don Maston; Vice 
President, Patrick Pitts; 
Secretary-Treasurer , 
Tommy Turner; Director 
of Labor Relations, John 
Adams; Director of 
Steward Operations, 

Nicky Phillips; and Executive Committee con-
sisting of Jeanette Dwyer, Mike Merola, Kirby 
Rickets, and Bethany Small. With installation of 
the new officers and all business completed, the 
colors were retired and we then adjourned the 
118th National Convention. I am pleased to re-
port that all members of our delegation fulfilled 
their duties with due diligence, and I thank them 
all for their service to the WARLCA.  

For a comprehensive report of the 118th Na-
tional Convention, you can visit the NRLCA 
website or app to find out how to request a copy 
of the full proceedings.  

The legal seminar that is always held on 

Monday evening turned into a first  

for many of us 

.,2#! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÒÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔ /ÕÒ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ #ÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ !ÃÔ  ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ 0ÌÁÚÁ ÉÎ 2ÅÎÏȢ 
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More WARLCA Members Spotted in Reno  
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Info, To Be Useful, Must Be Shared  

"Ù $ÁÖÅ "ÌÁÃËÍÅÒȟ 7!2,#! 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ Ǫ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

Hello brothers and sisters of the NRLCA ð 
Washington Chapter. For those who donõt know 
me, I was elected (unopposed) to the position of 
Vice President of the Washington State chapter 
of the NRLCA. I was hired on with USPS in De-
cember of 2014 working as an RCA in Wood-
inville. I took the leap of faith and became a PTF 
on Vashon Island when the PTF position was 
just beginning to make a comeback in Washing-
ton. After becoming a regular on Vashon and 
serving for just over a year, I transferred over to 
Monroe where Iõve been ever since. I also serve 
as an Area Steward in Monroe and the surround-
ing installations. Outside of work, I spend time 
keeping two German Shepards in line, working 
on a historic preservation degree through 
Clatsop Community 
College, and learning 
more about American 
history.  
Iõve always believed 

that for information to 
be useful, it must be 
shared. It becomes a collaboration of the entire 
membership asking questions and seeking an-
swers for one anotherõs benefit. While itõs easy to 
always ask those who historically know the an-
swers, Iõve found over the years researching and 
understanding the NRLCA contract and attend-
ing your own county union meetings will be 
helpful down the road. This typically comes into 
play when dealing with management. How 
many times has a poorly trained manager just 
made up a policy you know is probably wrong, 
but you didnõt have the knowledge to speak up 
and respectfully explain the contract violation or 
worse, the postal violation? How many times 
have you heard, òthis is a direct order,ó and 
thought this must be in violation of the contract 

or a previous arbitrated settlement? You certain-
ly donõt have to be a steward to know the con-
tract and explain to your manager the violation
(s) involved. With knowledge comes power. 
When that power is applied judiciously, it gar-
ners respect from your management. 

Arming yourself and those you work with 
with contract knowledge can become an im-
portant bulwark against management obfusca-
tions and/or ignorance. What sounds like a 
golden idea to management may have negative 
consequences for you and your office. Work with 
management and educate them in the workings 
of the rural craft. Many managers who come 
from the city or clerk craft never truly under-
stand the uniqueness of the rural craft. Most ru-

ral craft carriers under-
stand the benefits of 
working under evalua-
tion and think to them-
selves, òwhy would I go 
into management to 
work more and get paid 

the same or less?ó The numbers donõt add up. So 
many of us stay in the craft and in so doing, 
begin to understand better the way it operates 
even if management doesn't. It then becomes our 
responsibility collectively to help guide and edu-
cate our respective managers and newer rural 
employees on the intricacies of the craft. Hence, 
information, to be useful, must be shared. 

I look forward to speaking with you about 
your concerns and victories. Stay safe and look 
out for each other. 

Aut viam inveniam aut faciam ð I shall either 
find a way or make one. 

Dave Blackmer 

With knowledge comes power. When that 

power is applied judiciously, it garners 

respect from your management. 
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